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A...kademie der
bildenden Künste Wien
Kunstsammlungen

Hieronymus Bosch, Last Judgement Triptych, c. 1490–1505
© Paintings Gallery of the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna
kunstsammlungenakademie.at

illustration: © Francesco Ciccolella

Travel to Vienna

by train from anywhere in Europe? Explore the
city using public transportation? Stay in new,
modern hotels? Drink crystal clear water straight
from the tap? Purchase high-quality handicrafts
that last for what feels like an eternity? Or explore
world-class art? All things that visitors to Vienna
were able to do 150 years ago! Courtesy of the
1873 Vienna World’s Fair. It marked the point that
Vienna became a truly global city, drawing people
from all over the world to the capital. It was a time
of visions and new beginnings.
But you know us: even though we are
celebrating 150 years of the Vienna World’s Fair in
2023, we’re not fixating on the past. Although the
innovations that emerged back then – from fresh
tap water to the expansion of the rail network –
continue to shape the city today and contribute
significantly to its quality of life. In fact, the World’s
Fair lit the touchpaper for city tourism in Vienna.
Today, the city is going through another phase
of renewal, experiencing new beginnings with
distinct echoes of the construction boom seen in
the fabled late-19th-century Gründerzeit era.
That’s why we are taking a look at the
Vienna of the present and the future here, in the
latest edition of Vienna, Intl. We visit the innovative Viertel Zwei urban development zone, which
sits on the former site of the Vienna World’s Fair.
We cast an eye over old and new hotels in Vienna,
run the rule over the city’s outstanding public
transportation network, and dip into Vienna’s
excellent drinking water, which has been flowing
directly to the city from the Lower Austrian and
Styrian Alps since 1873. And we also reveal how
you can travel to Vienna sustainably and comfortably (literally in your sleep) by train.
But this is just skimming the surface, as
Vienna, Intl. has loads more fascinating stories
on tap this year: we walk you through the new
high-tech Mythos Mozart experience, which is –
as the name suggests – dedicated to the musical
genius. Approaching the subject matter from a
sustainability angle this time round, the fashion
section puts internationally successful designers
who graduated from Vienna’s top fashion schools
in the viewfinder. Time and again, Vienna has also
played a starring role in international movies and
boasts a number of celebrated cinemas – we take

an exclusive look.
And this publication
wouldn’t be complete
without a section
dedicated to fine food:
sustainable vegetarian
cuisine and the best
sausage stands side
by side in one issue –
that’s Vienna for you.
Not to mention
the numerous interviews featured once
again this time round:
from Viennese female
wrestler Thekla Kaischauri, a superstar in Japan, to
the great artist Florentina Pakosta, discreet silversmith Jean-Paul Vaugoin, and legendary landlady
Stefanie Herkner, there’s something for everyone.
The city and the magazine’s international mindset is brought to life in the illustrations
created by Francesco Ciccolella, who agreed to
put pen to paper for Vienna, Intl. for the third
time. And that’s something we’re very proud of,
given that when he’s not sketching me or drawing
for Vienna, Intl., he’s busy working for The New
York Times, The New Yorker, The Guardian, The
Financial Times, Time Magazine and numerous
other renowned international newspapers and
magazines.
By the end of this issue, it’ll be clear why the
city continues to live by the slogan of “visions and
new beginnings”. And if you want definitive proof
of your own, a trip to the city is all it takes! So, what
are you waiting for? We can’t wait to see you here.

NORBERT KETTNER

EDITORIAL

Managing Director, Vienna Tourist Board

PS: And because there’s just so much
to say about the city, we decided to
increase the length of Vienna, Intl.
from 100 to 124 pages. There’s never
been so much Vienna in one magazine.
We wish you an enjoyable read!
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Visions & New
Beginnings
150 Years of the
Vienna World’s Fair
(Text)
Robert SEYDEL
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shortly after the opening day kept many people
from traveling to Vienna. The World’s Fair tore a
gigantic hole in the state’s finances.
But in spite of its financial downsides, the
World’s Fair still paid off. For Vienna. The World’s
Fair (the first was held in London in 1851) was
designed to be a showcase of technology and arts
and crafts. Exhibitors from all over the world
unveiled their latest achievements. People were
looking at the world with fresh eyes.And for Vienna,
the second half of the 19th century was already
time of visionary thinking and new beginnings.
Back then, foundations were laid that are still
proving decisive for the high quality of life the
city offers to this day: the inauguration of the First
Vienna Mountain Spring Pipeline that brought
crystal-clear spring water to the capital being just
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The grand opening of the Vienna World’s Fair on
May 1, 1873 got off to a bit of a bumpy start: heavy
rain flooded the exhibition grounds at Vienna’s
Prater park. The influx of visitors on the opening
day brought traffic to a standstill. If that wasn’t
enough, the landmark Rotunda building, then the
widest domed structure in the world at 108 meters
across, and lots of the pavilions were not quite
finished in time. But that did not stop Emperor
Franz Joseph from opening the World’s Fair with
the words “It is with lively satisfaction that I see
the completion of an enterprise whose import and
significance I fully appreciate”. But worse was to
come: rather than the 20 million expected, just
7.3 million visitors had passed the turnstiles by the
time the exposition drew to a close on November 2,
1873. A cholera epidemic and a stock market crash

1873 World’s Fair: Rotunda with south portal.

The World’s Fair took place in Vienna 150 years ago. It was the driving force
behind Vienna’s evolution into a truly global capital. And the city continues to benefit
from the achievements of that time. A journey into Vienna’s past and its future.
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Hochstrahlbrunnen fountain on Schwarzenbergplatz.

one of many examples. This
technical masterpiece supplied
Vienna with fresh drinking
water from the mountains of
Lower Austria and Styria over
95 kilometers away (see story
on page 96). The construction
of no fewer than six new
stations and railway lines
suddenly made Vienna a
Central European railroad hub.
Public transportation and city
tourism took off, while new
hotels such as the Imperial and
the Hansen Kempinski as well
as restaurants and cafés such
as Landtmann went up on the
Ringstrasse boulevard. The
first international trade and
public congresses were held
in Vienna. This Gründerzeit
(literally “founders’ era”)
period also saw the emergence
of many museums and collections, which continue to be
the envy of the world to this
day. Traditional handcraftsmanship was a huge hit at
the World’s Fair: specialist
manufacturers such as
J. & L. Lobmeyr (crystal) and
Jarosinski & Vaugoin (silver;
see interview on page 50)
won highly coveted medals
for their work. And the famous Strauss dynasty
brought classical music to the masses.
In short, Vienna transformed itself from
the ground up. And, thanks to the World’s Fair, it
became a cosmopolitan city with a new identity
and spirit driven by urban planning, as well as a
burgeoning center of economic, cultural, political,
social and technical modernism. In an interview
with the weekly newspaper Die Zeit in July 2022
(issue 27/2022) Max Hollein, director of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, said:
“Vienna found its form – now I’m tempted to
say: since the fin de siècle around 1900 or, more
precisely, since the World’s Fair in 1873 in the
Prater.”

Vienna in Transition
Hollein is right. Even now, 150 years down the line,
the Austrian capital is still reaping the rewards of
the profound changes initiated back then. Crisp,
fresh spring water still flows into the city via the
same Mountain Spring Pipeline – something which
will be celebrated in 2023. The urban planning of
the time continues to facilitate city development
zones to this day. Technology, progress and research
are booming. The original railroad network laid
out back then is still expanding. Today, the city
is the most important overnight train hub in the
European Union–and the perfect starting point and
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Vienna Main Station (Hauptbahnhof).

line is currently being built in
Vienna (see story on page 28)
to provide sustainable and
carbon-neutral transportation
throughout the city all the way
to the outskirts. Numerous new,
modern hotels are also taking
shape in the capital, ready to
claim their rightful place alongside their counterparts from the
era of the World’s Fair, such as
the Hotel Imperial or the Hansen
Kempinski (see story on page 22).

Highlights of 2023

VISIONS & NEW BEGINNINGS

Photo: © Hotel Imperial

Numerous Viennese institutions have taken the
landmark anniversary as a golden opportunity
to explore the topic of the World’s Fair. An early
highlight will set the ball rolling at the Prater in
spring 2023, when Panorama Vienna, a special new
exhibition venue modeled on the original Rotunda
building, opens. Standing 34 meters tall, inside it
will display images that can only be fully appreciated
as a panorama.
The 150th anniversary is also providing
food for thought at the capital’s galleries and
museums: temporary exhibition Women at Work.
150 Years of the Women’s Pavilion at the Vienna
World’s Fair will set the tone at the Vienna Museum
of Technology. The Weltmuseum Wien, which has
always had a room dedicated to the 1873 World’s
Fair, will also be running a special program to mark
the anniversary. Meanwhile, at the MAK – Museum
of Applied Arts a pair of exhibitions refer to 1873.
The first explores the interest in Orientalism which

Hotel Imperial.

destination for sustainable rail travel (see story on
page 110). Vienna is still one of the most successful
congress cities in the world. Despite the pandemic,
the capital has managed to retain its leading role
as a congress and meeting destination: the International Congress and Convention Association
(ICCA) ranked Vienna first in its 2021 ICCA
Ranking – Destination Performance Index (DPI)
report, while the Union of International
Associations (UIA) awarded the city fourth place
in its 2021 congress ranking which came out in
the summer of 2022. And the works of art created
in the capital at the turn of the century are among
the most valuable of all time (Gustav Klimt being
a case in point; see story on page 72).
But will what is being created in Vienna
today still be around in 150 years? – Absolutely!
Because Vienna is currently going through another
phase of fundamental change and a new “founders’
era”. The city has been booming since the 2000s.
It is growing all the time and the population is
set to hit two million by 2028. New urban
development zones such as Seestadt Aspern and
Viertel Zwei, where up to 40,000 people will
eventually live and work (see story on page 16),
are taking shape. In these new neighborhoods,
the focus is on features such as decarbonization,
sustainability, green spaces, jobs, culture, leisure
and, naturally enough, contemporary living spaces.
More than simply residential and working spaces,
Vienna’s new urban districts are places that put
living first.
To achieve this, all of these new areas have
to be integrated into the public transportation
network: with this in mind, an entire new subway
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significance for Japan than any
other country,as it gave the nation
the chance to present itself to
the world on a grand scale for
the first time. And the wave
of Japonisme that it triggered
made an indelible mark on art
(and Gustav Klimt in particular)
and crafts. Japanese gardens
(see story on page 102), Japanese
cuisine and unusual museum
exhibits are reminders of Austria’s
close ties with Japan, which
remain in place to this day.
This special relationship
also led to an almost forgotten
quirk of history: it was at the
World’s Fair that Japan presented
Crystal chandelier by J. & L. Lobmeyr
Mirror from the time of the
the soybean to the Western
World’s Fair at J. & L. Lobmeyr.
at the World’s Fair.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
Photo: © Wien Museum
world for the first time. In 1873,
Vienna was the hub from which
was sparked by the Vienna World’s Fair, while the the humble soybean would start its inexorable
other celebrates the work of one of Vienna’s most journey around the world. The first attempts to
venerated traditional manufacturers J.& L.Lobmeyr. cultivate the crop were made in the grounds of
A prominent fixture at the 1873 World’s Fair, the Schönborn Garden Palace, where the Austrian
renowned crystal glass maker also had the privilege Museum of Folk Life and Folk Art is located
of providing various exhibition pieces for the today. Various soybean-centric events will take
Imperial Pavilion. Coincidentally, J. & L. Lobmeyr place here throughout 2023. And the Austria
is celebrating its 200th anniversary in 2023. In Center Vienna will host the World Soybean
recognition of yet another jubilee, the city is Research Congress from June 18 to 23, 2023.
marking 150 years of Vienna’s water supply with
numerous events. (You can find a list of the events
inspired by 150 Years of the Vienna World’s Fair on
page 116 in this issue.)
In addition, a special new Viennese music
venue is opening in the historic Casino Zögernitz
building – House of Strauss. Besides a museum But for now, it’s back to the World’s Fair of 1873.
dedicated to the Strauss dynasty, it will also be a Which was also a high-society event. 33 ruling
venue for concerts and events. A brasserie caters sovereigns were on the guest list, including the
to every taste in the Strauss universe (see story on Russian tsar, the German emperor and the Italian
page 38).
king. Emperor Franz Joseph visited the exhibition
48 times. The visit of the Shah of Persia, Naser
al-Din – who had an entourage of around 60 in
tow – was a small sensation in its own right.
Emperor Franz Joseph put him up in Laxenburg
Palace just outside Vienna. A move that he would
soon come to regret. In true rockstar style, the
The Land of the Rising Sun will also be in the spot- Shah’s entourage trashed the palace with extensive
light in 2023: the Vienna World’s Fair was of greater repair work required after their departure.

Trashed Palace,
Dead Chicken

Japan and the
Soybean
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The food on offer at the World’s Fair site also made
the headlines, for all the wrong reasons. It was
extremely overpriced and some of it had seen
better days. The actor and singer János Szika, for
example, complained that he was served a chicken
in the English restaurant that “had abandoned all
hope of ever being eaten and had simply slipped
over to a state of decay.”

Visions & New
Beginnings
These and many other stories help to keep the
memory of the 1873 World’s Fair alive. Sadly there
is little left to see of it in Vienna. Its pavilions
were torn down afterwards (only one pavilion in
the Prater survived and is now home to the Federal
Sculptors’ Studios), and the landmark Rotunda
burned down in 1937. The spot where the whole
world showcased its achievements is now occupied

by an ultra-modern congress and exhibition center
(Messe Wien), two universities (Vienna University
of Economics and Business and Sigmund Freud
University Vienna) and Viertel Zwei, a successful
urban development project that includes a historic
harness racing track. It could be said that the
energy of the World Expo lives on in these
projects.
On the other hand, the spirit of the Vienna
World’s Fair is very much still alive: Vienna remains every inch a visionary city steeped in a spirit
of optimism. It is impossible to imagine Vienna
without the driving force of innovation. The only
major difference is that nowadays the focus is on
people. In 150 years from now, it will be up to
others to evaluate what is being created here today.
But I would like to venture a prediction all the
same: in the future Vienna will continue to benefit
from everything that is being created in this city
right now.
● vienna.info/vision

Fan with Rotunda motif.

Photo: © Wien Museum
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Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

Queens of Vienna

Three drag queens, one city: a ten-minute documentary
follows three fierce drag queens through Vienna.
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Ten Questions for
Thekla Kaischauri

(Interview)
Johannes LUXNER

(Photo)
Thekla KAISCHAURI

Actually, Thekla Kaischauri graduated from the
University of Applied Arts in Vienna. But these
days the Vienna native chooses to express her
creative side through professional wrestling
in Japan. In an interview with Vienna, Intl.
she reveals how it all came about and lifts the
lid on her legendary spider move. Seconds out!
➀ How does a Viennese underground wrestler
end up turning pro and plying her trade in
Japan’s biggest wrestling league?
Countless hours of grueling training, not
minding the odd bump to the head and
a soft spot for Japanese culture are a good
starting point.
➁ How did you get into wrestling
in the first place?
As a teenager, I stumbled across a wrestling
show by accident and was hooked immediately. The rest is history.
➂ What’s Vienna’s underground wrestling
scene like?
Loud, chaotic, cheeky. Viennese audiences
are the best.
➃ By comparison, how would you describe
wrestling’s status in Japan?
Wrestling is one of the most popular sports
in Japan. They worship us wrestlers.
➄ Your trademark is a spider-like move
that made you a star on the global stage.
How did the move come about and
what’s the challenging thing about it?
The move was created in our basement dojo
in Vienna’s second district and the challenge
is not to break your back.

WRESTLING IN VIENNA:
Weberknecht
Lerchenfelder Gürtel 47–49
1160 Vienna
www.undergroundwrestling.at

➅ What does your training schedule look like?
Is it more about power or endurance?
Power, muscles, cardio, technique:
it’s all important.
➆ What are your favorite places in Vienna
and in Tokyo?
The Prater amusement park is my undefeated
number one. In Tokyo, it’s the infamous
entertainment district of Kabukichō.
➇ You were in a production at the Burgtheater
two years ago. How did you come to be
involved?
By chance. Basically, the Burgtheater was
on the look out for a muscular woman.
➈ You studied in Vienna at the University
of Applied Arts. What form does your
art take?
My art leans on everything from music and
radio plays, to performance and punk.
In what way is wrestling art?
Are there parallels?
The ring is my canvas and I paint a pretty
wild picture.

CITY LIFE
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IN THE
Zone
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(Text)
Karoline KNEZEVIC

(Photos)
Lea SONDEREGGER

(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

What do emerald green water, quirky skyscrapers, mirror finish
surfaces, historic brick buildings and horse racing have in common?
They’re all part of the Viertel Zwei development zone.
Hard to believe, but this surreal wonderland located right next to the
city’s most popular recreational area, the Prater park, is barely known.
Even though it’s one of Vienna’s leading urban development areas.
CITY LIFE
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A city within the city, a microcosm or just Viertel
Zwei? A quick explanation first, though: Viertel
means quarter, and Zwei references its location in
the second district. It is not easy for me to come
up with the perfect name for this neighborhood in
the second district, given the myriad impressions
it leaves on me. A group of schoolchildren being
treated to a guided tour of the site just before the
start of the summer holidays know exactly what I
mean. As I walk by, their teacher explains “People
can spend their entire lives in Viertel Zwei: they
go to kindergarten here, to school, go on to work
in one of the offices and live right here in the
residential buildings.“ Fascinating and inviting in
equal measure. The journey of discovery begins.

Artsy Architecture

Things take an unexpectedly idyllic turn at Krieau,
a station on the U2 subway line. It is a place where
architectural aesthetics, nature and innovation
come together: Viertel Zwei is an ideal location
for businesses, and also provides a unique living
and working environment for thousands of people.

Getting an urban oasis like this just right
takes a lengthy planning process. Value One –
a company specializing in real estate and site
development – acquired the land back in the early
2000s and got to work creating a new living
space immediately. Completely car-free, in 2018
Viertel Zwei became the first recipient of a
platinum development certificate from the
Austrian Sustainable Building Council (ÖGNI)
confirming its status as a sustainable urban
quarter. One of the reasons for this was the
underlying concept, which was carefully thought
through right down to the smallest detail:
occupying 160,000 square meters, the site includes
13,000 square meters of green spaces, a lake, a
fountain, three kindergartens, a school, in future
two new hotels and a student dorm as well as
numerous bars and restaurants for the allimportant feel-good factor.An attractive prospect
for businesses, as well as residents and outsiders
who visit and end up wanting to come back time and
again. Construction will continue until 2026, with
a residential building, an office property and an
elementary school still to come.
Once finished, 15,000 people
will live and work here – in a slice
of urban planning heaven.
Well-thought-out details
jump out at me everywhere I turn:
the green areas are laid out
around the 5,000-square-meter
lake, with year-round seating
positioned under trees and on
the grass. Overlooking the water,
naturally. And a dressing table,
which stands in the middle
of the lake. This is part of the
sculpture park.A larger-than-life
sign saying Total Living is another
of the art installations found in
the area.

Sustainable Ensemble

The overall setup is not only
the work of numerous national
and international architects, but
also of the Austrian Federal
Monuments Office. Not everything that glitters here is in fact
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new. Many of the existing buildings on this historic site have
been preserved. These include
the listed stables and grandstands of the Krieau harness
racing track. Among the first
reinforced concrete buildings to
be built in the Art Nouveau style,
they were completed between
1912 and 1914 by Otto Wagner’s
students Marcel Kammerer, Otto
Schönthal and Emil Hoppe. And
in 2021 they were given a new
lease on life. Today, they are used
as state-of-the-art offices. Races
still take place here to this day.
But there’s more to Viertel Zwei than just
an innovative urban quarter, it’s also a showcase
project for intelligent energy use and distribution.
This is because it optimally combines various
renewable sources such as geothermal energy,
groundwater, wastewater, waste heat and photovoltaics – in what is known in the trade as an anergy
network. As a result, 85 percent of Viertel Zwei’s
heating and cooling needs can be covered with zero
CO2 emissions, thanks to what’s available on site.
In fact, this green energy network is the secondlargest anergy grid in Europe.

World Fair to World Leader

Even 20 years ago, no one would have thought that
this inaccessible plot of fallow land between the
Ernst Happel Stadium and the Prater amusement
park would one day become a prime example of
Viennese urban development. But today, Viertel
Zwei, the Vienna University of Economics and
Business campus, Messe Wien and the Prater form
a new urban habitat that unites past, present and
future.
Extending over six million square meters,
the wider Prater area has plenty of space for
humans and animals to coexist. There’s the leafy
Prater Park and the Prater amusement park, the
perfect leisure spot for people of all ages. And
then there’s new, modern neighboring quarters
that sprung up in the 2000s including Messe Wien,
which is an important location for international
congresses. And all the more impressive given that
the Vienna World’s Fair – the granddaddy of all
expos – was held at this very location in 1873.
A short walk away is the Sigmund Freud
Private University and the campus of the Vienna
University of Economics and Business (WU), a
leading academic institution and one of the most
attractive business universities in Europe. And
Viertel Zwei, innovative neighborhood and living
space.
The area surrounding Viertel Zwei is set
for further development: spring 2023 will see
a new exhibition venue open to commemorate
the iconic Rotunda building, which was the
landmark of the World’s Fair 150 years ago. Called

CITY LIFE
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Panorama Vienna, its modern-day counterpart
will stand ten stories high. The outsize images
on display inside are designed to convey a unique
impression of the past and present.

Time for a Treat

Anyone who explores this huge area on foot will,
like me, probably need to stop off for refreshments
along the way. The cafés, bars and restaurants at
Viertel Zwei and the WU campus largely cater to
students and people working in nearby offices. But
that doesn’t mean that anyone else who would like
to have breakfast with friends, business brunch,
lunch, after-work drinks or a student party for
that matter aren’t equally welcome. There really
is something for everyone. On the WU campus,
the Welthandelsplatz square is at the heart of the
foodie action: Baschly serves up a Near East breakfast featuring falafel and hummus, while Finn and

20

Das Campus are popular spots for a few tipples
once work’s over or a laid-back dinner with friends.
At Viertel Zwei the lunchtime rush hour
peaks at noon when employees from the surrounding offices all nip out for something to eat.
LYO and Citylake are popular bars – and outdoor
seats on the waterfront are always in demand (if
possible, it’s best to make a reservation!). Summer
menus featuring scallops au gratin, crisp calamari
fritti at LYO, or Hong Kong-style squid with black
pepper at Citylake are both modern and visually
appealing – just like the neighborhood they serve.
Things start to quieten down at about
2pm, only to pick up again when the offices close
for the day. There’s generally less going on at
Viertel Zwei on the weekends, making it perfect
for a leisurely stroll or the odd Insta walk. After
all, this city within a city has more than enough
photo ops up its sleeve.

Vienna, Intl. – Issue 3

Viertel Zwei
restaurant tips:

WU campus
restaurant tips:

Finn
Das Glashaus
● Am grünen Prater 11
→ www.dasglashaus.at
The table brunch is great for anyone
who wants all the choice of a buffet
without having to keep getting up
and going back for more!

LYO lifestyle
● Vorgartenstrasse 206B
→ www.lyolifestyle.com
The menu at Lyo has it all:
from Chateaubriand to octopus.

● Welthandelsplatz 1, EA
→ www.finn.wien

Baschly
● Welthandelsplatz 1, D4
→ www.baschly.com

Since the lockdowns, Finn has offered
a fantastic selection of delicious
food boxes. Perfect for a picnic in
the Prater park.

The adjacent Baschly food truck
is perfect for anyone in a hurry.

Das Campus
● Welthandelsplatz 1,
entrance on Trabrennstrasse
→ www.dascampus.at
At Das Campus, the 10am to 2pm shift
on Sundays and holidays is set aside
for extensive brunching.

Wiener
Trabrenn-Verein
● Nordportalstrasse 247
→ www.krieau.at
The harness racing track has been
around since 1878. Check online for
the latest race schedules.

Citylake

● Vorgartenstrasse 206B
→ www.citylake.at
Asian cuisine and delicious cocktails
await at Citylake.

CITY LIFE
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Walking up the stairs is for other hotels – at the Imperial one ascends in style.
Photo: © Hotel Imperial
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Stately Home
from Home
The 1873 World’s Fair triggered a boom in new hotel construction in
Vienna. It was the start of city tourism as we know it. The hotels built at
the time have lost none of their luster over the years. And today Vienna
is experiencing a similar heyday, with new openings hitting the market
all the time. We take a look at historic hotels as well as some special new
accommodations which prove that Vienna’s hotel sector is still going
from strength to strength 150 years down the line.
(Text)
celebrated his 80th birthday here. Its
“I have never had such a beautiful room
Johannes LUXNER
in any hotel in the world.” The person
guest list is like a roll call of everybody
behind the quotation? Charlie Chaplin. But which who is anybody: King of Pop Michael Jackson
hotel was he talking about? The Hotel Imperial loved the regal ambience, as did Queen Elizabeth II.
located directly on Vienna’s Ringstrasse. And And US moviemakerWesAnderson,a self-confessed
probably the highest profile hotel in the city. In Vienna fan, drew inspiration here for his film
fact, the Imperial is a living legend that has played Grand Budapest Hotel which went on to win four
host to hundreds of heads of state and superstars Oscars. It was here that Anderson met Herr Moser –
from all over the world. When music god Richard the Imperial’s long-standing concierge – and was
Wagner descended from on high to stay at the so taken with this Viennese original that he based
Imperial, he and his family took no fewer than on-screen concierge Monsieur Gustave on him.
seven rooms. The Imperial has always been a source And the rest is movie history. The dazzling history
of inspiration for the Viennese, too: Sigmund Freud of the Hotel Imperial began on April 28, 1873, just
a few days before the Vienna World’s Fair opened
on May 1.

Diplomatic Nerve Center

Live like royalty: the Imperial was the diplomatic
nerve center of the World’s Fair.
Photo: © Hotel Imperial

In the run-up to the main event, which would
establish modern city tourism in Vienna, it was
necessary to build countless new hotels to ensure
there were enough beds to accommodate the
expected influx of visitors. Existing buildings
were also repurposed – including Duke Philipp
of Württemberg’s 1865 palace which was turned
into a luxury hotel in 1873. In fact, the Imperial
was one of the very first palace hotels of all. And
the qualities of the original ambience continue to
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shine through to this day: walking up the stairs is
for other hotels – at the Imperial one ascends in
style. Spacious, elegant, and oozing sophistication,
the Imperial soon earned itself a global reputation
as a unique overnight experience. This is absolutely
the place to be for anyone who is looking to
bask in the aura of the World’s Fair era. A quick
look at the guest list from 1873 says it all: King
Christian IX of Denmark stayed here, as did
Queen Olga of Greece, Chancellor Otto von
Bismarck, French general and statesman Patrice
de Mac-Mahon and Brazilian Emperor Dom Pedro.
Put simply, the Imperial was the diplomatic nerve
center of the World’s Fair. A location that has been
reaffirming its exceptional status for 150 years
now. A good way to experience the hotel without
committing to an overnight stay is to call in at
Café Imperial, where no visit is complete without
a slice of the legendary Imperial Torte.

Hosted by Theophil Hansen

The Imperial is not the only hotel on Vienna’s
Ringstrasse boulevard that is suffused with the spirit
of the Vienna World’s Fair. Another, Palais Hansen
Kempinski, among the largest World’s Fair hotels of
the era, was designed by Theophil Hansen. One of
the most important Ringstrasse architects, he also
created the Parliament and the Stock Exchange.
It is a building with an eventful history. The largest private building to go up on the Ringstrasse, it
initially served a residential purpose but was transformed into a hotel for the World’s Fair. After the

Ringstrasse architect Theophil Hansen drew
on the ancient Greek architectural style.
His other creations include the Parliament.
Photo: © Palais Hansen Kempinski Vienna/E. Fransdonk www.emo-photo.com
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Reopened in 2013, one of the largest World’s Fair
era hotels is all about luxury:
Palais Hansen Kempinski on the Ringstrasse.
Photo: © Palais Hansen Kempinski Vienna/E. Fransdonk www.emo-photo.com

big event it returned to its original role before
being converted into an administrative building
for the local district authority. In 2013 it celebrated
its grand reinstatement as a hotel and now ranks
among the best that Vienna has to offer. Guests
staying at the Palais Hansen Kempinski can look
forward to high-end five-star amenities, a great
deal of Viennese charm and no end of architectural flourishes.

Showcase Staircase

Inspired by Greek antiquity, Theophil Hansen’s
architectural signature is still clearly recognizable.
Original elements from the World’s Fair period,
including the grand staircases, provide a feature
in the Palais Hansen Kempinski. Elsewhere, pure
luxury reigns supreme. The presidential suite is,
in fact, the largest in Vienna. And the Kempinski
also delivers a reminder that Vienna is one of the
most important meeting destinations in Europe.
The numerous function rooms provide an impressive setting for any type of meeting. Though
aesthetically the Palais Hansen Kempinski
embodies Vienna’s illustrious history, the underlying amenities are every inch the technological
state of the art. And to keep guests nice and
warm or pleasantly cool, the building uses energy
from Vienna’s ultra-efficient district heating and
cooling networks.
● Hotel Imperial
Kärntner Ring 16, 1010 Vienna
www.marriott.at
● Palais Hansen Kempinski
Schottenring 24, 1010 Vienna
www.kempinski.com/vienna
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Hotel Indigo Vienna:
Experience Hip Vienna

Photo: © Rosewood Vienna

Rosewood Vienna:
Wallow in Luxury

Located at one of the top addresses in the heart of
the city, the newly opened Rosewood Vienna is a
beacon of Viennese luxury. Part of an international
hotel chain synonymous with timeless elegance, a
sophisticated atmosphere and outstanding service,
it is the Rosewood Hotel Group’s first property
in the German-speaking world. Here, the ethos is
brought to life through a series of quintessentially
Viennese elements: the chandeliers that hang in
the Presidential Suite come from veteran Viennese
crystal glass manufacturer J. & L. Lobmeyr – which,
incidentally, will celebrate its 200th anniversary
in 2023 and appeared at the 1873 Vienna World’s
Fair. In terms of textiles, the ensemble combines
a certain cosmopolitanism with another rich slice
of Viennese history: the Art Nouveau patterns
used in the furniture coverings and curtains were
produced by another manufacturing stalwart,
Backhausen. In all, there are 71 rooms and 28 suites,
a superb restaurant including a rooftop terrace, as
well as function rooms for meetings of all kinds.
Guests staying at Rosewood will find themselves on
hallowed ground: it was on this site that Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart composed parts of his famous
work The Abduction from the Seraglio.

A hidden gem for urban
explorers: the Indigo hotel brand
specializes in boutique hotels
that are embedded in hotbeds
of art and culture worldwide. In
Vienna, Indigo plumped for the
hip-and-happening neighborhood
with Naschmarkt at its center.
Here in Margareten,Vienna’s fifth
district, quirky stores, contemporary bars and restaurants and
a unique cosmopolitan flair await.
Charming squares and side streets
such as Zeinlhofergasse set the
architectural tone. But this newly built hotel and
its striking geometric facade have a distinctly contemporary aura, which continues inside where a
huge atrium-like courtyard adorned with plenty
of lush greenery exudes an intimate atmosphere –
a genuine city center oasis that wears its green
credentials on its chest. But fans of fine design
will also be in their element here: spread over nine
floors, the 158 rooms are stylish and modern. The
perfect base for exploring what Vienna has to offer
outside the city center.
● Hotel Indigo Vienna
Rechte Wienzeile 87, 1050 Vienna
www.ihg.com

Photo: © Hotel Indigo Vienna – Naschmarkt/tristar Austria GmbH

● Rosewood Vienna
Petersplatz 7, 1010 Vienna
www.rosewoodhotels.com/vienna
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Bassena:
Celebrating Viennese Water

Photo: © Werner Streitfelder

The Leo Grand:
Monument to an Ostentatious Emperor
A fantastic building with an even more fantastic
underlying concept: just a short distance from
St.Stephen’s Cathedral,The Leo Grand puts a highly
contemporary and luxurious spin on Baroque
era pomp. The figurehead of this extraordinary
design hotel is Emperor Leopold I (1640–1705),
an eccentric and art lover who dabbled in composing and left behind 230 pieces of music. So it
follows that the interior design of The Leo Grand
is perfectly composed and could scarcely be more
colorful. No wonder: Emperor Leopold I had a
soft spot for all things exotic, which is reflected
with aplomb in the design of this 77-room hotel.
A fantastical world of wonders awaits at The Leo
Grand, which puts a modern spin on time-honored
traditional patterns and colors to create plenty of
magic. It is also geared up to host meetings. The
Baroque courtyard was designed so that it can be
used by diners even in winter. In terms of energy,
The Leo Grand is definitely tuned into the spirit
of our times: environmentally friendly district
cooling and district heating bring everything up –
or down – to the right temperature.

The name of the hotel could hardly be any more
Viennese: the word “Bassena” refers to a water
point with a cast-iron basin of the sort once found
in the corridors of every old Viennese apartment
building. The term is now synonymous with gossip,
because the Bassena played a similar role to a
modern-day office watercooler. This social undercurrent, and a celebration of Vienna’s crystal clear
spring water – which has been flowing into the
city from the Alps since the Vienna World’s Fair
in 1873 – are the inspiration behind new young
urban hotel chain Bassena. Appropriately enough,
each of the lobbies is fitted with a genuine Viennese
Bassena to encourage guests to sample the capital’s
fantastic drinking water. There are already two of
these hip and unconventional hotels in Vienna.
One is right next to Messe Wien, one of the city’s
top congress and meeting venues, in the Prater –
the very spot where the Vienna World’s Fair
was held. The second opened in fall 2022 in the
22nd district, another interesting port of call
for visitors to Meeting Destination Vienna. It is
located close to the Austria Center Vienna (ACV),
another venue that is no stranger to world-class
congresses.
● Bassena Wien Messe Prater
Messestrasse 2, 1020 Vienna
● Bassena Wien Donaustadt
Dr.-Adolf-Schärf-Platz 6, 1220 Vienna
www.bassenahotels.com

● The Leo Grand
Bauernmarkt 1, 1010 Vienna
www.theleogrand.com
Photo: © Bassena Hotels
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Nifty
NETWORK

Impossible to imagine the cityscape without them: Vienna’s ubiquitous trams (shown here: a modern Flexity model).
A trip along the Ringstrasse is a sightseeing experience in its own right.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Vienna’s public transportation system is world class.
Known collectively to locals as the “Öffis”, its buses, trams and trains
take us all over the capital – safely, quickly and sustainably.
They are the lifeblood of the city and a huge factor behind the
capital’s outstanding quality of life. Right now and in future, too –
as work to expand the subway network is already in full swing.
28

Vienna, Intl. – Issue 3

It shapes the cityscape, everyone has something to say
about it, and no one here
could imagine life without
it: public transportation. It’s
the backbone of the city and
synonymous with convenient
connections, short waiting
times and climate-friendly
travel. Studies confirm that
Vienna’s public transportation network is one of the
most efficient in the world.
Wiener Linien, the operator
behind it all, ensures that the
city’s public transportation
system runs smoothly. Five
Days gone by: horse tramways and carriages at Praterstern (around 1901).
subway lines, 28 tram lines
Photo: © Picture archive Wiener Linien
and 131 bus routes get about
two million passengers from A to B each day. And The origins of the tramway, and of public transport
that’s before the suburban trains and regional in Vienna, date back far into the 19th century. An
services operated by the Austrian Federal Railways early horse-drawn streetcar line entered service
(ÖBB) enter the picture.
in the 1840s. After 1865, the number of tramways
Vienna’s public transportation system gets proliferated, forming the basis of today’s network.
the city’s population and visitors to their destina- Vienna’s first tramlines carried passengers to and
tions quickly, comfortably and safely. There is no from popular recreation and entertainment areas.
need to worry, transportation in Vienna runs like And the site of the 1873 Vienna World’s Fair was
clockwork.Pretty nifty,or“leiwand”,as theViennese integrated into the existing network thanks to the
like to say. Passenger numbers are growing all the addition of several new horse-drawn tramway
time (a slight pandemic-induced slowdown aside). lines. Gradually, the entire system was modernized.
What people in other cities dream of is an everyday The first steam tramways appeared on Vienna’s
reality in Vienna: the number of regular customers streets in 1883, followed by electric streetcars in
has exceeded car registrations for years.And totals 1897. In fact, trams would remain the mainstay
have risen sharply since the launch of the hugely of public transport in the capital until the 1970s,
popular €365 annual pass. For ten years now, it until the dawn of the subway era.
Incidentally, the Viennese subway network
has cost just a euro a day to use Vienna’s public
transportation system. An international flagship, will celebrate its 45th anniversary in 2023. In 1978,
so to speak.
the first section of the U1 line opened between
Reumannplatz and Karlsplatz. It’s worth menFrom Horse-Drawn Tramway
tioning that the term subway shouldn’t be taken too
to Electrification
literally in Vienna: not a single line runs completely
Once referred to by the Viennese using the English underground. In fact, just 50.3% of the network
word Tramway, the Strassenbahn to give it its is below ground. Scheduled at very short intervals,
German name (but almost universally called the Vienna’s subway trains can also be used round
“Bim” by locals due to the sound of the bell used the clock on Fridays and Saturdays, as well as the
to warn approaching traffic and pedestrians) has nights before public holidays. Unlike in other cities,
always played a special role in the city. The city there’s not a single ticket barrier anywhere in sight.
has one of the oldest, densest and longest (sixth in But it goes without saying that riders need to show
the world) tram networks anywhere on the planet. a valid ticket if there is an inspection!
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and hydrogen buses (currently being tested), while
the majority of trams and subway trains are mini
power plants (their braking energy is fed back
into the grid). And then there’s station and track
greening, as well as the installation of photovoltaic
systems on top of transport authority buildings.

A Human Face

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Climate-Friendly Future

The capital’s subway network has continued to
grow over the years; the various lines have been
gradually extended in all directions to keep up with
demand. A major expansion project is currently
underway in the city as we speak: the U2xU5
interchange, under which the existing U2 line will
be extended, and the U5 will be built from scratch.
In 2028, an all-new section of the U2 serving the
south of the city will open. And the U5, Vienna’s
first fully automated subway line, will enter into
service in 2026. As an interesting aside: the U5
(often planned, but never realized) will add the
missing piece of the puzzle and finally fill the
inexplicable gap in the numbering system.
But more important is that heavily frequented
hubs are connected and the new capacity will
take pressure off some of the city’s busiest routes,
while cutting the amount of time it takes to travel
around the city. The U2xU5 interchange is the
city’s biggest climate protection and infrastructure
project. With the population of the city expected
to hit two million by 2028, expansion of the
public transport system will help to underpin
tomorrow’s quality of life. It also reflects constantly growing demand for multimodal mobility
solutions: combined use of different modes of
transportation (especially public transportation
and bicycle and pedestrian traffic) is a must for
the urban space of the future, as societies look for
alternatives to private vehicles. Network expansion
is one of many climate protection measures implemented by Wiener Linien, or Greener Linien, as
some of the network’s activities are called. Other
examples include electric buses (which have been
a common sight on the city’s streets for years now)
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In addition to actively demonstrating its green
credentials, Wiener Linien also takes its social
responsibilities very seriously: time and again, the
company shares its stance with passengers through
messages including “We ride with pride” around
Vienna Pride in June, and “Give peace a chance” at
the outbreak of the war in Ukraine. It is appreciated
for many things, including its sense of humor.
Social media platforms (@wienerlinien) are a great
source of gems from the world of public transport.
And sometimes passengers’ everyday routines
are made that little bit more enjoyable by some of
the drivers, who are known for their creative and
mostly humorous announcements.
In all, 8,700 employees ensure that everyone reaches their destination as quickly and safely
as possible. More than one in three of them as subway, tram or bus drivers. Among them is Saskia
Rudnicky, a tram driver on ten different routes.
Following the outbreak of the pandemic, she made
a conscious decision to find a crisis-proof job. The
25-year-old adds, “Some people don’t think shift
work is so cool, but for me it’s just right.” For the
early shift, which starts at 5am, it means getting up
at 2am,“because I live in Lower Austria and like to
take time over my breakfast. But I don’t mind, as it
means I get home early, too.” After several months
of theoretical and practical training, newcomers
are gradually eased into their new roles.

Saskia Rudnicky with one of “her” trams at Hernals station.
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Photo: © Wiener Linien/Robert Peres

Setting Sun over the Ringstrasse

Saskia works full time. But Wiener Linien also
employs lots of part-time subway and tram drivers –
an especially welcome opportunity for students.
Working at least twelve hours a week, employees
don’t even have to have a driver’s license. Every
now and again, a bizarre situation crops up. And
Rudnicky has her fair share of tales to tell: “Last
year, we were asked to be on the lookout for a
person seen running around Vienna naked.I thought
I had misheard. However, the person in question
was soon found. Every day is a surprise. Or at least
different to the previous day.”

172 KILOMETERS
is the length of
Vienna’s tram network. This makes it
the sixth largest in
the world, despite
the fact that Vienna
doesn’t even make
the list of the world’s
200 largest cities.

78 MILLION
KILOMETERS
is the total distance
covered by public transportation in Vienna in
2021 – the same as the
distance from the Earth
to Mars. Put another
way: that’s equivalent
to five laps of the planet
every single day!

75,000 TONS
is the amount of carbon dioxide that will be prevented
from entering the atmosphere each year by the new
U5 subway line and U2 extension – currently the city’s
biggest climate protection and infrastructure project.

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT WIENER LINIEN

Being a tram driver calls for quite a bit of
concentration. After all, the tracks are shared with
emergency vehicles and, unfortunately, with stray
cyclists and pedestrians. Cars also get in the way
sometimes. But for Rudnicky, the pleasant sides of
her job outweigh the bad:“I just really enjoy driving
trams. I’m always very happy to get people from
A to B.” Also thanks to the fantastic backdrop:
“I realize how incredibly beautiful Vienna is every
time I drive the tram along the Ringstrasse at
sunset…”

1.1 MILLION
is the number of customers
with annual, semester,
Klima, Jugend or TopJugend tickets. By
contrast there are
725,000 cars registered
in the city (both 2021
figures).

900 PASSENGERS
can be transported in
a subway train. It would
take 750 private cars to
carry the same number
of people – the equivalent
of a three-kilometer-long
convoy.

8,700 PERSONS
from 45 nationes are
employed by Wiener
Linien. About one
third of them work as
subway, tram or bus
drivers. In all, around
100 different career
options are available.

1%
is the proportion of
the City of Vienna’s
carbon footprint
attributable to public
transportation. Even
though it accounts
for 30 percent of all
journeys made in the
capital.

At the Remise transport museum located in a former
tram depot, where historical and modern vehicles and
interactive insights await.
Ludwig-Koessler-Platz, 1030 Vienna
www.remise.wien
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(Text)
Robert SEYDEL

(Photo)
Jonas THILLER

QUEENS
of Vienna
Three queens. One city.
We tagged along with a trio
of famous drag queens –
Kleinkunstprinzessin Grazia Patricia,
Metamorkid and Ryta Tale –
and got to know their private side
on a tour of the city.
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In a ten-minute documentary (scan the QR code
to see the video), the three, who are stirring up
the Viennese drag scene, let us into their lives
on and off stage. And they rave about the city.
Metamorkid: “In Vienna I can be who I really am.”
She organizes the Drag Lab (an open stage for upand-coming young drag queens) and, alongside
Kleinkunstprinzessin Grazia Patricia, runs queer
revue Club Couleur. Grazia Patricia has never
regretted her move from Graz to Vienna: “For
me Vienna is open and cheerful.” And Ryta Tale,

who interviews Viennese drag queens on her
podcast Your Tale, confirms: “I can let my art run
completely free in Vienna.”
For the short documentary, the drag
queens were staged at some of the city’s
most beautiful sights: Schönbrunn Palace, the
Belvedere, Burgtheater, Gartenbaukino and the
Ernst Fuchs Museum were among the locations
that provided the perfect backdrop for Grazia
Patricia, Metamorkid und Ryta Tale’s eccentric
performances.

SCAN

LINKS:

the QR code to see
the video “Queens
of Vienna”.

www.kleinkunstprinzessin.at
www.metamorkid.com
www.instagram.com/rytatale
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Music

Mozart and Strauss perform
Songs of Vienna and pick up Oscars
in Hollywood with digital sounds.
36

Ten Questions for CID RIM

The Viennese musician and his inspiring album
Songs of Vienna.
38

Mozart and Strauss on a Deeper Level

A pair of new music hotspots – Mythos Mozart and
House of Strauss – immerse visitors in the world
of musical geniuses Mozart and Strauss.
44

Library of Sound

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

The Vienna Symphonic Library is a digital sound database
that even Hollywood’s top composers are borrowing from!
The coveted sounds are recorded at Vienna’s Synchron Stage.
We take a peek behind the curtain.
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Ten Questions for
CID RIM
Viennese musician Clemens Bacher – aka CID
RIM – is tearing up the international club scene
with his sounds that occupy a space somewhere
between electronica and fusion jazz. What he
has recently created with drums, piano, voice
and synthesizer reveals a clear connection to
Vienna – colorful, eclectic, great to just listen to
and for the dancefloor, too.
➀ To what extent does your album Songs Of
Vienna (2021) have Vienna as its theme?
I am Viennese. Everything I am and everything I create is very much connected to the
city. I wanted people to get that with this
album, too.
➁ Is the EP Songs For Vienna (2022)
a sequel?
Yes. I tried to pick up less on the clubby end
of the album, and more on its songs.
➂ Is Vienna a creative, inspiring Capital
of Music for you?
Absolutely. Vienna has the advantage that you
can take a little more time here to develop
your own sound, your own signature.
➃ Vienna – London – Los Angeles:
where do you feel at home?
Wherever I happen to be – just as long as I
have my laptop with me and can make music.
➄ What makes Vienna? What’s Vienna
capable of?
A friend of mine always says: “Vienna is
the best city to leave and the best city to
come home to.”

(Interview)
Susanna BURGER
(Photo)
Mato JOHANNIK

Clemens Bacher
aka CID RIM
CIDRIM.com
www.youtube.com/c/CidRim
www.instagram.com/cid_rim
www.facebook.com/CIDRIM

➅ Your favorite place in Vienna?
The plate at Blauensteiner that my creamy
veal heart is served on.
➆ What do you like doing in Vienna?
I love the Prater. And that transitional period
between the last coffee and the first beer in
a coffeehouse on a Sunday afternoon.
➇ What should everyone make sure they do
in Vienna?
Buy a ticket when using public transport.
The words “tickets please” will trigger a
fight-or-flight response in me as long as I
draw breath.
➈ Generally speaking, what is it that you love
about Vienna?
Recently, I came from the airport and totally
by chance I met three different groups of
people I knew in my first few minutes back
in the eighth district: first family, then an old
school friend, and finally a fellow musician.
I love that.
Off the top of your head, what three words
would you use to describe Vienna?
Cozy, laid back and extremely chilled.
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Photo: © Mythos Mozart/Marcus Deák

(Text)
Susanna BURGER

MOZART AND
STRAUSS
on a Deeper Level
Vienna, city of music, has just added a pair of innovative new hotspots:
the first, the high-tech Mythos Mozart experience, serves up fresh
virtual insights into the great composer on the site where the apartment
he died in once stood. And the second, the House of Strauss, presents
the waltz king in a contemporary and atmospheric light at one of the
dynasty’s original concert venues.
38
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Mythos Mozart

A unique multimedia experience for all the senses –
this is the core promise behind the capital’s new
Mozart-related attraction: Mythos Mozart. Everything about the experience – which is underpinned
by academic rigor and creativity – is high tech: from
the installations to interactive exhibits driven
by augmented, virtual and extended reality. It also
makes full use of artificial intelligence, immersive
videos and games, lighting design, synapses,
sound, high-end 3D graphics, and concept and
media art to create surreal impressions that
catapult visitors deep into the Mozart cosmos.
50 special projectors, a dozen large-format screens,
around 200 loudspeakers and an innovative sound
system come together to create an immersive
Mozart world – and not just for dyed-in-the-wool
classical music fans. It’s all so well done that a
number of high-profile international artists are
on board as testimonials.

that’s more than 200 years old – and it still strikes
a chord with them!” A self-professed “Viennese
by choice”, the composer and violinist Aleksey
Igudesman was on board right from the outset:
“Mythos Mozart will be one of Vienna’s biggest
attractions in the future!”

Star Backing

Mozart Experience

Mythos Mozart: an immersive multimedia look at Mozart’s
world – and an interactive experience for all the senses.
Photo: © Mythos Mozart/Marcus Deák

Chief among them, star tenor Rolando Villazón,
who is also the artistic director of the Mozarteum
Foundation Salzburg. The motto he lives by could
hardly be any more fitting for Vienna’s new Mozart
attraction: “Mozart lives!” Belgian-born opera
singer and model Elise Caluwaerts is impressed
by Mozart’s enduring relevance: “This is one of
the strengths of Mozart’s life and work. That they
sit so well in today’s world. People see something

In 1984, Miloš Forman’s hit movie Amadeus turned
Mozart into a pop star, and took classical music to
a much wider audience. The film painted a lively,
accessible and fascinating picture of Mozart.
A generation later, a new emotional presentation
of the musical genius is taking shape on the very
spot where he died: at Mythos Mozart, visitors
set off on a 60-minute, five-room tour that walks
them through Mozart’s world – in one of them,
1,500 LED candles light
up a sacred space
while the sounds of his
Requiem resonate
thanks to dozens of
loud speakers. The
journey continues with
a poetically animated
360-degree painted
panorama of the city
with scenes from
Mozart’s time, an
opportunity to soar
high above the rooftops
of Vienna in a balloon
or go for a gallop through
Almost mystical, the room dedicated to the Requiem at Mythos Mozart –
The Magic Flute. And
illuminated by 1,500 LED candles and filled with music by dozens of loudspeakers.
Photo: © Mythos Mozart/Marcus Deák
visitors can play along
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to “Eine kleine Nachtmusik” on instruments from
all over the world in the Mozart’s World Music room
before tapping into his astonishingly creative mind
in the Mozart’s Genius room, where thousands
of synaptic sparks are brought to life through light
and music. Finally, in the last room Mythos Mozart
reaches a crescendo in the fantastic digital images
created from millions of pieces of data using
artificial intelligence: Mozart Forever.

Tech-Led Trip to the 18th Century

In 2019, the task of turning this magical world into
reality was entrusted to an international team of
experts and artists, including British-German
lighting designer Moritz Waldemeyer, AustrianIranian director, screenwriter and producer Arash
T. Riahi and Los Angeles-based new media artist
Refik Anadol. What makes Mythos Mozart so
unique is the combination of music, performing
arts, architecture and technology – all elaborately
stage-managed using the latest media.
And the soundtrack was made in Vienna.
Sound specialist Walter Werzowa composed and
rearranged the underlying audio space. A key part
of the overall experience, all the music was newly
recorded with the stars of tomorrow–students from
the mdw – University of Music and Performing

Arts Vienna. By the way, mdw is one of the best
music universities in the world, as confirmed again
recently by its second place finish in the 2022 QS
World University Rankings.

Where Mozart Died

The Mythos Mozart experience opened to the
public in September 2022 at a very special location
indeed: the site of the former “Little Kayser House”
in Rauhensteingasse, where Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart composed the Magic Flute and his Requiem.
And where he died in 1791.Now Kärntner Strasse 19,
this prime location in the heart of the pedestrian
zone (just five minutes from St.Stephen’s Cathedral)
is today home to the Steffl Department Store – and
Mythos Mozart on the basement level.
Although originally from Salzburg, where
he was born in 1756, Mozart celebrated his greatest
successes inVienna.It was here that he set himself up
as a freelance composer (extremely unusual at that
time) and shot to musical superstardom. He spent
ten creative years in Vienna. His myth lives on.
● Mythos Mozart
Steffl Department Store
Kärntner Strasse 19
1010 Vienna
www.mythos-mozart.com

“What Mozart does is incredibly
important now: he always brings
us back to the light even where
it’s difficult, sad, nostalgic.”
Star tenor Rolando Villazón
Photo: © Mythos Mozart/Marcus Deák

“Mythos Mozart lets us feel
who Mozart was,
how he thought, felt,
and lived.”
Elise Caluwaerts,
opera singer and model
Photo: © Lalo Gonzalez
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In 2023, music will be back on the billing inside the historic hall where Strauss performed,
now fully renovated and part of the House of Strauss.
Photo: © House of Strauss

House of Strauss

Also connected with Vienna, and a worldwide
superstar just like Mozart: Johann Strauss II. The
whole world has been turning to the sounds of his
Danube Waltz since 1867 – a firm fixture of every
New Year’s Concert by the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra, a flagship event that is beamed live to
an audience of millions in 90 countries. In 2023,
Vienna will unveil a new Strauss location in an
original venue to help provide a deeper insight into
the mind and music of the Waltz King: the House
of Strauss, which will host exhibitions and concerts
in Casino Zögernitz once renovations are complete.
The special feature of this original Strauss
site is its history: opened in 1837 by Johann Strauss
Senior, the casino was a popular meeting place for
Viennese society. In the summer of 1850, Johann
Strauss Junior hosted a folk festival here with
a glittering ball event, imposing illuminations
and fireworks. Taking his cue from his famous
father, he gave the event a suitably showy title and
composed the Johannis-Käferln (Fireflies Op. 82)
waltz especially for it. From 1880, the brothers

Johann and Eduard Strauss would also give numerous concerts in the casino’s opulent Strauss Hall.
In the years that followed, it had a range of uses: as
a stage, open-air cinema, and for parties and balls.
Thanks to its outstanding acoustics, from 1967 the
hall also served as a recording studio for early and
classical music, with Nikolaus Harnoncourt and
his Concentus Musicus among those to use it for
precisely this purpose.

Exhibition, Music, Food

The venue is also bringing back another key aspect
of the Viennese art of living – the combination of
culture and pleasure. The House of Strauss serves
up a heady mix of light classical music at regular
concerts and fine dining at Brasserie Casino
Zögernitz. Meanwhile, an interactive exhibition
brings the Strauss dynasty’s legacy to life through
a state-of-the-art multimedia and audiovisual
experience. The museum’s lofty standards are
upheld by the internationally acclaimed design
and architecture studio Atelier Brückner whose
portfolio includes a number of other sensational
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projects such as the Grand Museum of Egypt
(Cairo) and the Museum of the Future (Dubai). The
renovation of the Austrian Parliament in Vienna is
another Atelier Brückner highlight.
Back at the House of Strauss, as soon
as visitors set foot on the upper floor they will
instantly find themselves immersed in the world
of nineteenth-century Viennese entertainment
culture, with scenes from ballrooms, concert halls,
and guest gardens. After all, the name Strauss is
synonymous with entertainment, and nobody
remained seated once their music filled the air
of the concert hall. Additional focuses include
the spirit of the times, trailblazers such as Franz
Schubert, the Strauss brand and the Strauss family,

and operetta. A fascinating room on the ground
floor, the Octagon, presents the story of legendary
waltz The Blue Danube on a moving screen –
composed by Strauss Junior, “An der schönen
blauen Donau”, to give the piece its German name,
is Vienna and Austria’s unofficial anthem.

Strauss Experts

The world’s leading Strauss experts have a hand
in the House of Strauss, and the Vienna Institute
for Strauss Research has found a new home here –
headed, appropriately, by a scion of the Strauss
dynasty: Eduard Strauss is the great-great-grandson
of Johann Strauss (senior). A lawyer by trade, he
is committed to ensuring that his family’s history
and music receives the careful
kitsch-free treatment it deserves.
And Helmut Reichenauer, one of
the top Strauss aficionados of all,
is contributing both his personal
collection (the largest archive
of Strauss memorabilia in the
world!) and his knowledge.
The House of Strauss is also an
academic center: young musicians
from all over the world hone
their talents to perfection at the
Vienna Master Classes – at one
of those places that underscore
Vienna’s reputation as the world
capital of music.

Strauss and the
World’s Fair

The New Year’s Concert by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra in the
Golden Hall at the Musikverein: the sounds of Strauss for all the world
to enjoy at the most successful classical music spectacle of the year.
Photo: © Vienna Philharmonic/Dieter Nagl
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Undoubtedly a master of the high
art of quality entertainment,
Johann Strauss II was a real pro
when it came to marketing, too.
His concert tours took him as far
as Russia and the USA.And at by
far and away the biggest event of
1873 – the Vienna World’s Fair –
Strauss pulled off something of
a coup when he secured exclusive performance rights for his
band. But construction noise and
duff acoustics took some of the
shine off the opening concert
in the Rotunda on May 1. Still,

Marco Simonis’ Brasserie Casino Zögernitz combines fine soul food with design by Denis Košutić.
Photo: © www.photo-simonis.com

the band played on, but enjoyed only moderate
success. In the hastily-erected music pavilion
the orchestra alone was sheltered from the
elements, ticket prices were high, and Strauss
rarely deigned to pick up the baton himself.
However, by organizing concerts in more suitable
venues outside the World’s Fair site, Strauss
managed to swing public opinion in his favor.
A headline concert on August 22, 1873, featuring

the World’s Fair Orchestra, the Vienna Men’s
Choral Society and four military bands was a huge
success.
● House of Strauss at Casino Zögernitz
Döblinger Hauptstrasse 76
1190 Vienna
www.houseofstrauss.at
● Brasserie Casino Zögernitz
www.brasserie-zoegernitz.com

More Mozart and Strauss
Experiences in Vienna

Mozarthaus Vienna House of Music

1,000-square-meter museum feat. the
original Mozart apartment: grand enough
to have been a nobleman’s residence, the
composer lived here from 1784 to 1787.
→ www.mozarthausvienna.at

Johann Strauss
Apartment

Johann Strauss II (1825–1899) composed
the world’s most famous waltz – The
Blue Danube – in an apartment on
Praterstrasse in 1867. For many,
it’s the unofficial Austrian national
anthem.
→ www.wienmuseum.at

Interactive sound museum with separate
rooms dedicated to Mozart and Strauss.
Tip: the Virtual Conductor installation
gives visitors the chance to wield the
baton for themselves and lead the
Vienna Philharmonic through the
Danube Waltz, the Radetzky March
or Eine kleine Nachtmusik.
→ www.hausdermusik.com

Central Cemetery

Europe’s second-largest cemetery is
also home to the honorary graves of
Johann Strauss father and son, Eduard
and Josef Strauss, as well as a memorial
grave dedicated to Mozart. Tips: night
tours, horse-drawn carriage rides.
→ www.friedhoefewien.at
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Monuments

The Mozart Monument can be found in
the Burggarten, while the famous golden
statue of Johann Strauss is located in
the Stadtpark.

Music

The concert schedules are packed with
works by Mozart and Strauss all year
round.
→ events.vienna.info

City Walks

The Tour of Sounds on the
ivie app takes aficionados
around musical Vienna.
Certified guides also take
music fans out on the trail
of the great composers.
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Susanna BURGER

Library
of Sound

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Containing ten million individual
samples, the gigantic Vienna
Symphonic Library sound database is the undisputed world
market leader. It offers endless
creative possibilities for music
producers of all stripes – from
Hollywood composers to home
users. Featuring sounds made
in Vienna, and produced in
the high-tech Synchron Stage
Vienna studio.

In addition to great live music, the Austrian capital
is also home to the Vienna Symphonic Library –
a digital database of sounds and samples recorded
in the city by top Viennese musicians using cuttingedge technology, ready for people to access from all
over the world. The company behind it is a research
specialist that is committed to continuously developing its innovative music software and orchestral
sound libraries. Its founder Herbert Tucmandl is
a trained musician who, among other things, has
been a cellist for the Vienna Philharmonic as well
as a cameraman, director and composer. For more
than 20 years, he has been on a quest to record the

sounds of the entire orchestra – individual notes as
well as sequences – from solo violins and concert
grands to double bass sections. Even voices and
whistling have been digitized in all manner of
variations. Composers, arrangers and studio owners
all over the world realize their works by bringing
together the individual samples on their computers
to create a perfect-sounding score. Thanks to a
virtual orchestra that is indistinguishable from the
real thing, and a pool of ten million audio samples
courtesy of the world-leading Vienna Symphonic
Library.
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The combination of decades of recording expertise, a recording studio complex steeped in history, and an
in-house department for software development makes the Vienna Symphonic Library unique worldwide.
Photo: © Synchron Stage Vienna

Virtual Music Production

International, award-winning TV and film music
composers use Vienna Symphonic Library products
to create demos of their orchestral film scores,
sometimes even combining the virtual sounds in the
final mix with live recordings of the real orchestra.
Hollywood composer Danny Elfman (Mission:
Impossible, Batman, Men in Black) confirms: “The
Vienna Symphonic Library has been at the heart
of my orchestral sample library for several years.”
Alexandre Desplat (Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows, Pets, The King’s Speech, and The Grand
Budapest Hotel – for which he won an Oscar for
the Best Original Score in 2015) states: “Working
in Hollywood requires an extensive library, so
the Vienna Symphonic Library is really helpful.”
Ramin Djawadi (Game Of Thrones, Iron Man),
meanwhile, is blown away by a certain sample
collection: “Synchron Strings Pro is incredibly
rich, vibrant, and agile, allowing you to realize
the full range of string performances needed for
dramatic scores.”And PinarToprak (Captain Marvel,
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Fortnite) says: “Using the Big Bang Orchestra
Series, I can find inspiration in seconds.” The music
for lots of TV series from the US’s CSI to Germany’s
legendary crime series Tatort, and commercials too,
is produced almost exclusively on the computer –
and that saves time and money.

Synchron Stage Vienna

Synchron Stage Vienna, a recording studio complex
with a fascinating history, serves as both company
HQ and the studios where the sampling sessions
for the numerous products offered by the Vienna
Symphonic Library are recorded: part of the
Rosenhügel film studios until the mid-1950s, the
Synchronhalle was used to record anywhere up
to ten film scores featuring large orchestras each
year. One gem bears witness to film scoring of
the day: the three-manual Lenkwil cinema organ.
In addition to numerous percussion registers, it
features sound effects such as thunderclaps, car
horns, galloping horses, birdsong, and even ocean
waves. The organ is the only one of its kind in the
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world that is still located in its original scoring
stage environment – and the reason why the
building was heritage listed in 2009. Today the
combination of the unique acoustics of the
540 square meters recording hall and the stateof-the-art recording technology is setting new
standards on the international market. Synchron
Stage Vienna is completely insulated from outside
noise – to such an extent that the noise floor (the
sum of all the noise sources and unwanted signals)
is undetectable to any measuring device.

Synchron Stage Orchestra

Since 2016, recordings at Synchron Stage Vienna
have featured the Vienna Stage Orchestra – in
hybrid productions in which virtual sounds are
combined with live recordings. Experience and
plenty of practice – to an extent simply not seen
in other cities – sets the members of the Vienna
Stage Orchestra apart. Auditions and a specially
developed training program ready the musicians
for recording sessions in the studio. After all,
the film music orchestra is expected to meet the
exacting quality demands of (Hollywood) studios
and film producers. The Synchron Stage Orchestra
usually performs world premieres – composed

especially for films or series – without any
rehearsals, only sight-reading from sheet music.
A task that only the best of the best are up to.
Synchron Stage Vienna is the largest private
employer of freelance orchestral musicians in
Austria!

Hollywood and Netflix

Synchron Stage Vienna is now firmly established
as a pioneering location for orchestral recordings
on the international stage. Vienna-made film music
can be heard in major projects in Hollywood
and Europe, as well as China, India and Korea.
Returning customers include production companies
Netflix, Sony Pictures Entertainment, Terra Mater
Factual Studios, Marvel Studios, Disney+ and
Amazon Studios. Hans Zimmer was among the
first wave of music producers to bring their companies – in his case Remote Control Productions – to
Vienna. Its stand-out projects include the feature
film Inferno (directed by Ron Howard, music by
Hans Zimmer) as well as Netflix series The Crown
(music by Hans Zimmer and Rupert GregsonWilliams), created by Peter Morgan (The Queen).
For Zimmer, everything just fits: “I loved working
with all the musicians in Vienna at Synchron
Stage. Because it’s really an extraordinary place,
with extraordinary people and extraordinary
musicians.” Notable projects realized at Synchron
Stage Vienna include the film scores for The Meg
(2018), Ad Astra (2019), Klaus (2019), Promising
Young Woman (2020), Over the Moon (2020),
Harry Potter 20th Anniversary (2021) and Moonfall
(2022).
● Vienna Symphonic Library
www.vsl.co.at
● Synchron Stage Vienna
Engelshofengasse 2
1230 Vienna
www.synchronstage.com

Harry Gregson-Williams (Mulan, The Commuter, The Meg):
“The stage, the crew – everything was perfect.
I was really impressed.”
Photo: © Synchron Stage Vienna
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Fashion,
Arts & Crafts,
Architecture
All that glitters is silver – and carried out
into the world by top Viennese fashionistas
before flying the flag for peace
on exterritorial territory.
50

Ten Questions for Jean-Paul Vaugoin

A traditional Viennese silversmith who supplies the
royal houses of this world. His company was among
the exhibitors at the 1873 World’s Fair.
52

Fashion Stars of Tomorrow

We present four exciting designers who, having honed
their craft in Vienna, are now creating high fashion
with a keen eye for sustainability.
60

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Border Crossers

5,000 people from 125 countries work at the Vienna International Centre.
On extraterritorial territory. They carry out their mission surrounded
by iconic 1970s architecture – an exclusive journey into another world.

RUBRIK
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Ten Questions for
Jean-Paul Vaugoin

(Interview)
Susanne KAPELLER

(Photo)
Paul BAUER

Jean-Paul Vaugoin is the sixth-generation
owner of traditional silversmiths Jarosinski &
Vaugoin. Founded in 1847, this family business
crafts the finest silverware by hand, examples
of which went on show at the Vienna World’s
Fair in 1873. The boutique and workshop in the
seventh district are definitely worth a visit.
➀ Initially, you were against taking over the
family business. What did you want to do
instead?
I wanted to become a stockbroker in New
York, London, Singapore or Hong Kong.
But things turned out quite differently.
Now I can travel to these cities because
I have customers there.
➁ What is the best-known piece to come out
of your workshops?
In Austria a replica of Cellini’s Saliera in
silver. In 1969 we had the privilege of
making a version of this famous salt cellar
for Queen Elizabeth II. Our cutlery collection – available in over 200 designs – is
very famous all around the world.
➂ What is your personal favorite?
An old set of travel silverware that my father
always took with him when he was out on the
road. Something appeals to me about carrying silverware with me for all eventualities.
➃ What are you like as a boss?
I try to give all of my employees a lot of
freedom. Flexibility is very important to me.
➄ What does happiness mean to you?
Being able to do things that bring me joy.
Meeting interesting people, seeing special
places and being able to share that.

Silversmiths
Jarosinski & Vaugoin
Zieglergasse 24
1070 Vienna
www.vaugoin.com

➅ Who is your most famous customer?
We have been supplying a number of royal
houses and famous families all over the world
since 1847. However, not naming names is
part of the way we do things.
➆ What was the most unusual customer
request?
Salt shakers in the form of Fred and
Wilma Flintstone.
➇ Where do you go to recharge your
batteries in Vienna?
I can relax best when I’m doing sports.
The tranquility of the nearby Hungerberg
hill in Grinzing also gives me strength.
➈ What can only be found in Vienna?
The balance between vibrant city life and
a very peaceful day-to-day existence.
The city’s rather leisurely pace is probably
down to the Viennese temperament.
What is the taste of Vienna for you?
A centuries-old mixture of east and west,
north and south: Bohemia meets Italy,
French haute cuisine meets kebab. Like the
multi-layered residents.
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FASHION STARS
of Tomorrow
Among the most exciting
discoveries in the fashion
world right now, they trained
at Vienna’s fashion schools and
have sustainable production
firmly in their sights.
Introducing four bright
young talents.
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Born in Nigeria and raised in Austria, Kenneth Ize is a graduate of the famous University of Applied Arts fashion class.
His fashion is all about combining traditional African fabrics and weaving patterns with modern outlines. In 2019,
he was a finalist for the prestigious LVMH fashion award. Now working from Lagos, he has a high-profile following
with fans including top model Naomi Campbell and Vogue boss Anna Wintour.
www.instagram.com/kennethize
Photo: © SAMEER AL-DOUMY/AFP/picturedesk.com
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Florentina Leitner founded her eponymous label in 2020. Born in Mödling, she attended the Hetzendorf
fashion school in Vienna before going on to complete her studies in Antwerp. Idiosyncratic and flamboyant,
her style is often touched off with playful accessories. Lady Gaga and Kylie Jenner wear her designs.
www.florentinaleitner.com
Photos: © Benjamin Mallek
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Vienna-based designer Jana Wieland set up her label in 2016. Her fashion stands for simple, sculptural cuts
that convey a timeless elegance. A sustainable creator, her fabrics come from surpluses and existing stocks
held by well-known brands.
www.janawieland.at
Photos: © Daliah Spiegel
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Jennifer Milleder studied fashion at the University of Applied Arts in Vienna, Austria’s hothouse for up-and-coming
fashion designers. Voluminous shapes and eye-catching patterns characterize her experimental style.
www.jennifermilleder.com
Photos: © Tim Cavadini
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Peak 70s: the distinctive design language of a visionary decade
also shapes the aesthetic on the inside.

Border
Crossers
Every day, some 5,000 people
from 125 countries leave Austrian
territory bound for an exterritorial
compound right here in the capital,
where they work in the name of
promoting global peace, stopping
the proliferation of nuclear
weapons and upholding human
rights. And to keep a city within
a city running: Vienna International
Centre (VIC).
Six Y-shaped office towers are arranged in pairs
around a cylindrical conference building in a clever
configuration that more or less stops the buildings
from blocking the sunlight from one another. This
ingenious ensemble was created by the Austrian
architect Johann Staber, who in 1968 won an international architectural competition to design what
would be the United Nation’s third headquarters.
Since their completion in 1979, the 127-meter-high
towers have been glinting silver in the daylight,
with their bold orange accents echoing the fashion
of a bygone era. Anyone who enters the Vienna
International Centre will not only be taking an
architectural journey back in time, but also leaving
Austrian territory: like the other three sites in
New York, Geneva and Nairobi, the VIC is located
on inviolable international territory belonging to

Henri Abued Manzano moved to Vienna
from the Philippines. He is one of 20 tour guides
at the Vienna International Centre.

FASHION, ARTS & CRAFTS, ARCHITECTURE

61

Global decisions made in Vienna:
the Vienna International Centre is the beating
heart of international life in the city.

The Vienna International Centre is as much of
a Viennese landmark as St. Stephen’s Cathedral,
the Giant Ferris Wheel and Schönbrunn Palace.

the 193 member states. “The United Nations has
its own security service,” explains Henri Abued
Manzano, one of 20 guides who give tours of the
site. “It’s a mini city within a city, with its own fire
department, post office, site office, medical services,
pharmacy and daycare center.” Manzano, who
comes from the Philippines, continues: “As a
member state, we celebrate United Nations Day
every year on October 24. On this day, children put
on a wide variety of national costumes and spread
the international ethos. It’s a beautiful custom that
awakened a desire in me at an early age to work at
the UN one day.”

“The epitome of Vienna’s
international mindset”

Manzano has been a member of the UN visitor
team for three years now and feels very much at
home in Vienna. As someone who also works as
a photographer, he was particularly taken with
the historic city’s architecture. “Vienna is like an
open-air museum. There’s something to discover
around virtually every corner, from the magnificent
facades of the old apartment buildings to the
courtyards that typically feature in Viennese
architecture, such as the Adlerhof in the seventh
district.” But the city also has a lot to offer in other
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respects, he adds: “My favorite place to retreat is
the French-inspired Augarten. If I have visitors,
we’ll head to the Kahlenberg hill – there are
magnificent views of the city to be had from up
there.And although I’m not a coffee drinker myself,
I still really enjoy the cozy Viennese coffeehouse
culture. Whereas the hustle and bustle of the
Brunnenmarkt is a multicultural hotspot.” The
confluence of so many nations in one place is an
integral part of the VIC’s atmosphere: “For me,
it is the epitome of Vienna’s international mindset.”
During his breaks,Manzano enjoys walking through
the interconnected office buildings with their
orange stairwells and elevators.“The furniture is still
original 1970s,” Manzano declares brightly. “I’m
always discovering new parts of the complex. For
example, I only came up to the eighth floor for the
first time now, where the interpreter booths are.”

Global Gatherings

Overlooking the wood-paneled conference rooms
furnished with cognac-colored leather chairs are
heavily soundproofed booths where interpreters
can work in peace without being distracted by
outside noise. “We usually work in teams of two
and swap over every half hour,” says simultaneous
interpreter Sarah Irene. A US citizen with Italian
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roots, she has been working at the
United Nations for ten years now.
“I started out at the UN headquarters
in New York and moved to Vienna
four years ago with my two horses
and two cats.” Irene translates
Russian and French into English.
“In the UN office in Vienna there are
no simultaneous interpreters with
German as their mother tongue.
German is not one of the six official
languages–Arabic,Chinese,English,
French, Russian and Spanish – nor is
it one of the two working languages–
English and French. That’s one of
the reasons why my German is still,
unfortunately, pretty poor.” Irene
rarely has a typical workday. “My
workload depends heavily on how
urgent the issues at hand are, and
how the conferences to tackle them
are scheduled, which can sometimes
be at short notice.”
This means good overall
preparation and intense concentration are key at times like this,
so it is all the more important for
Irene to be able to switch off in
her free time. “I live in beautiful
Simultaneous interpreter Sarah Irene moved with her horses and cats
Neuwaldegg in the 17th district,
to Vienna from New York to work for the UN.
where I can clear my head while
riding,” the interpreter says. “There are so is making a contribution to the UN through her
many different sides to Vienna. Beside being work. “Working here highlights how important
extraordinarily picturesque, the city is also full of the UN’s peacekeeping mission is,” Irene states.
recreation zones, including the area around the There is much more to it than sitting around a table
Otto Wagner Villa, which I really like. When I have and just voting on issues. The day-to-day work of
visitors, for me the Hofburg and the Albertina – UN agencies around the world helps advance and
including a trip to Café Diglas or Café Landtmann – promote cooperation on human rights, security
is a must.”
and the global economy, she believes. And where
better to realize this commitment than in this
Interpreter and Aerialist
historic city? After all, many landmark global
When she’s not riding, Sarah Irene channels her political decisions have been made here. It is this
energy into a rather unusual hobby: as an aerialist special spirit that has helped establish Vienna as a
and contortionist she’s been in numerous shows in sought-after location for numerous organizations
Vienna and various other European cities. “Given and a magnet for international congresses and
that I only relay what other people have to say in conferences.
my job as an interpreter, it’s especially important
for me to be able to express something of my own ● Vienna International Centre
unis.unvienna.org
in my art.” That said, she is happy to know that she
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Art

Klimt and the Secession add an
artistic flourish to Vienna’s walls
before legendary cinema screens
light up a dazzling scene.
66

Ten Questions for Florentina Pakosta

The artist, who celebrates her 90th birthday in 2023,
was the first female member of the Secession’s board.
68

Color Burst

Vienna has become a center for street art.
Numerous parts of the city are lit up by this most
colorful of art forms. We took a look.
72

Machine Painting

Gustav Klimt’s legendary Faculty Paintings went up in flames in 1945.
A precious few black-and-white photographs were all that remained.
But now the works have been digitally reconstructed in full color
for the first time.
78

Cinema Central

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Vienna is not only a world center of cinema,
it’s also home to a long list of legendary movie theaters.
A whistle-stop tour of the city’s most distinctive
picture houses.
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Ten Questions for
Florentina Pakosta

(Interview)
Karoline KNEZEVIC

(Photo)
Paul BAUER

She grew up in Vienna in the 1930s and 1940s,
studied art in Paris, Prague and Amsterdam,
was the first female board member of the
Secession, and is currently working on a series
of paintings on the theme of aggression. The
painter and graphic artist Florentina Pakosta
will celebrate her 90th birthday in 2023.
➀ Where can we find your art?
Some of the works are part of public and
private museum collections: Albertina,
Leopold Museum, Belvedere and the mumok.
➁ Tell us a bit about your childhood
in Vienna.
I was born in 1933 – a large part of my childhood fell victim to the terrible circumstances
of the Second World War. Nevertheless,
there were still some beautiful moments in
my parents’ house. I still live and work here
today.
➂ Your favorite place in Vienna?
I grew up in the twenty-second district near
the Old Danube. I always enjoyed being
here. Nature in the city is a gift that must
be preserved.
➃ You chose to stay in Vienna despite
studying art abroad – why?
At that time, anyone who wanted to find out
about contemporary painting had to go to
France, Italy or the USA. But I never intended
to live abroad for a long time.
➄ Your path into the art world …
… was not an easy one. My parents wanted
me to become a doctor. I took the strength
to persevere from my own work.

Available from
Galerie Suppan Fine Arts
Habsburgergasse 5
1010 Vienna
www.suppanfinearts.com

➅ How did you come to be the Secession’s first
female board member in 1975?
After graduation, it was common for people
to join an artists’ association. And, unlike
the conservative Künstlerhaus, the Secession
allowed women to become members. These
modern-minded colleagues advocated on my
behalf, too.
➆ What did you want to draw attention to
through your well-known male portraits?
Male power structures were generally prevalent. Irony and criticism is visualized in my
large-format ruler portraits. Power can also
seem ridiculous.
➇ What are you working on right now?
Currently, I am working on three tricolor
paintings. The Ukraine war has awakened
memories of the Second World War in me
that I would have preferred to forget.
➈ What do the strong colors in your tricolor
paintings stand for?
I choose very intense colors. Shapes with
sharp corners and edges bring out the contrast
even better. That’s how I process my emotions.
What makes you feel positive about the
future?
(Laughs) I’m almost 90, so by that age you
have a certain sense of serenity.

ART & ARCHITEKTUR
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Wiedner Hauptstrasse 78: Portuguese artist Kruella d’Enfer interprets Schiele’s Female Reclining
on her Belly, and Brazil’s Kobra with his take on Klimt with Cat.
Photo: © Jolly Schwarz

COLOR BURST
(Text)
Maria SCHALLER
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Anyone taking a stroll through
Vienna could be forgiven for
thinking that the city is one
giant exhibition. The Austrian
capital is not only home to
world-famous museums – it’s
also an impressive open-air
gallery. Street art is adding
more color to Vienna thanks to
the countless works adorning
public spaces in the city.

Vienna, Intl. – Issue 3

Examples of urban art can be found everywhere
in the capital. Out walking or peering out of the
windowof abus,tramorsubway–allkindsof outdoor
artworks reveal themselves beneath the Viennese
sky. Often highly imaginative, and usually colorfully designed, a number of the city’s walls, facades
and building entrances – as well as the odd subway station – are works of art in their own right.
Numerous initiatives have helped outdoor art to
flourish in Vienna. Since its foundation back in
2004, KÖR Wien – an institution dedicated to the
promotion of art in public spaces – has initiated and
supported close to 300 temporary and permanent
artistic projects, including a great deal of street art.
Making contemporary art accessible for everyone
and encouraging public discourse in the process.
TheWien Museum on Karlsplatz,which is scheduled
to reopen at the end of 2023 after a major refurb
project, offered up the fence surrounding the
construction site for street art in 2021 and 2022.
And then there’s the Vienna Wall project:
backed by the city,selected walls throughout Vienna
have been made available for anyone to use artistically
since 2005 – participating locations are clearly
marked with Wiener Taube plaques featuring a
pigeon symbol. The Danube Canal is undoubtedly
the epicenter of street art in the city. Running
through the city center, this offshoot of the River
Danube is a veritable outdoor exhibition space.
Here, the walls, railings and archways are covered
with layer upon layer of spray paint. It is also where
one of Europe’s largest open-air galleries, known
in the scene as the Hall of Fame,
was created in recent years.

combines visual and performing arts with new
media. More than 70 walls, some of them several
meters high, in 13 districts have so far been covered
by local and international street artists. After
all, the city enjoys an excellent reputation worldwide. Kattner: “Vienna is a mecca for art. And of
course, that attracts a lot of artists.” Some find very
special inspiration here, including international
stars Kobra and Kruella d’Enfer, both of whom
made their mark in the fourth district with their
murals. Influenced by Viennese greats Gustav
Klimt and Egon Schiele, their 2018 works are still
in place.

Craving Color

Kattner’s vision? To make Vienna more colorful.
This also goes down well with the Viennese.
“Residents’ acceptance of street art has steadily
increased over the years,” says the festival’s founder.
“We want to help shape the look of the city, and
pave the way for discourse and cross-cultural
exchange. In recent years, we have been able
to show that urban art is a contemporary art
movement that should be taken seriously. And of
course, we’re pleased with the positive feedback
we receive.” Street art has long distanced itself
from associations with vandalism. Cultural institutions are also increasingly forging collaborations
of their own, as evidenced by various joint initiatives including partnerships between Calle Libre
and the mumok, the Albertina, the Wien Museum
and the Weltmuseum Wien.

Vienna’s Magnetic Draw

The capital has also had its own
festival for street art since 2014,
Calle Libre, which is now the
largest in Central Europe.“When
we started, art in public spaces
was still dismissed as graffiti by
many, and was considered art’s
poor relation,” says Jakob Kattner,
who launched Calle Libre
(Spanish for free street) after a
study trip around Latin America.
Taking place every summer,
this festival for urban aesthetics

At Calle Libre 2022, Portugal’s Bordalo II created Trash Animal –
a giant squirrel made using garbage.
Photo: © Jolly Schwarz
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spectacle at the beginning of August: the colorful
wall is condemned to meet the fate that haunts
all urban art – its days are numbered. While street
artists can express themselves freely through their
work, preserving it for posterity is a different
matter entirely.

In With the New

Work in progress: Austro-Italian artist Luna Doz
at Calle Libre 2022.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Sebastian Burziwal

Last August, Calle Libre broke new ground. In the
eight years before, it had played out at various
locations around the city. But last year, for the first
time, the painting, spraying and partying centered
on a single site all week long: the derelict site of
the former Nordwestbahnhof station in Vienna’s
twentieth district – completed ahead of the 1873
Vienna World’s Fair – where 22 artists worked side
by side on a 400-meter-long wall. The resulting
opportunity to exchange ideas was particularly
well received. There were also music acts, street
art tours, workshops, panel talks and much more –
enjoyed by a total of around 18,000 visitors. There
was only one downside to this wonderful summer

The wall is in fact being demolished to make way
for what promises to be a landmark new urban
district. Scheduled to start in 2024, work to
redevelop the old Nordwestbahnhof site will also
see the creation of a ten-hectare green area
known as Grüne Mitte. Covering some 44 hectares
in total – making it the largest remaining central
development area in the city – the new site will
add new homes for 15,000 people and around
4,500 workplaces.
Circling back to street art: it is ephemeral,
and lives in the moment. That said, two highlights
from the 2022 edition of the festival are set to live on
for some time to come: a 30-meter-high residential
tower designed by Thiago Mazza (Brazil), which
borders the festival grounds, and Trash Animal –
a giant installation made of garbage by Bordalo II
and sponsored by KÖR. Plans are afoot to conserve
the latter and find a new home for it in the new
neighborhood. And Calle Libre is already making
plans for its tenth anniversary in 2023. Jakob
Kattner: “The anniversary has to be special, of
course.”New street art is already being planned,with
added splashes of color guaranteed for Vienna…

Side by side: street artists from all over the world turn a warehouse into a canvas.
Thiago Mazza (Brazil) made his mark on the residential tower in the background.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Sebastian Burziwal
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Large-scale murals by Austro-German duo Video.Sckre at Liniengasse 29 (sixth district; pictured left)
and Austrian artist David Leitner at Kirchengasse 44 (seventh district).
Photos: © Jolly Schwarz
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Photo: © Österreichische Galerie Belvedere

Medicine Faculty Painting: the depiction of Hygieia, the Greek goddess of health,
provided valuable clues for the digital reconstruction.

(Text)
Johannes LUXNER

Machine
Painting
Initially mired in scandal, then
seized and Aryanized, Gustav
Klimt’s legendary Faculty
Paintings ultimately went up
in flames in 1945. The works,
captured only on black-andwhite photographs, were lost
to the art world forever. Almost.
A spectacular project, which
saw the Belvedere partner up
with Google Arts & Culture,
brought the pictures to life
using artificial intelligence.
An art thriller and detective
game all rolled into one.

The gripping story – which became one of the
biggest art scandals of the 20th century – began
back in 1894, when the Imperial and Royal Ministry
of Education announced a commission to decorate
the Great Hall of the new University of Vienna on
the Ringstrasse. After being put out to tender, the
contract was awarded to the artists Gustav Klimt
and Franz Matsch. It promised to be a lucrative
commission for the pair as it comprised five large
ceiling paintings and ten smaller works with

academic themes. The brief called for one representation for each of the four major faculties at the
Vienna university: theology, philosophy, medicine
and jurisprudence. At its center, an image entitled
The Victory of Light was planned.
When Franz Matsch unveiled his first
sketches for the eight-meter-long central image,
responses were favorable across the board. Klimt
also presented the design for one of a total of three
paintings he was commissioned to create. And his
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design likewise was met with approval. So they set
to work, spending several years on the paintings.
But these were years in which Klimt’s style was to
change dramatically. The die for a huge controversy
had been cast. And the art scandal soon gathered
pace.

The Unadorned Truth

When Klimt presented his three finished paintings
to the clients,it triggered a huge wave of outrage.His
pessimistic – and critical – take on science was met
with incredulity. Because, rather than celebrating
it as custom dictated, Klimt’s Faculty Paintings
showed the unadorned truth of illness and poverty.
A radical approach. The clients’ criticism was that
Klimt’s works failed to dovetail with the overarching concept. Huge controversy followed – and
his Faculty Paintings were never displayed in the
Great Hall. But that’s not all: bitterly angry, Klimt

bought the paintings back with his own money and
vowed never to accept another public commission
again.Instead,he channeled all of his energy into his
portraits and landscapes, cementing his reputation
as a revolutionary artist and going on to achieve
international acclaim. But the paintings themselves
were not even put to rest even after Gustav Klimt’s
death in 1918. Under the Nazi regime, the works –
then part of the famous Lederer Collection – were
seized andAryanized.The curtain finally came down
on the Faculty Paintings in May 1945, by which
point they were in storage at Schloss Immendorf,
a good 50 kilometers to the north of Vienna. In the
chaos of the last days of the Second World War, the
Nazis set fire to the castle. Immendorf went up in
flames along with the Faculty Paintings and many
other important works of art. It was bad enough
that the originals were lost: but there weren’t even
any color photos of the Faculty Paintings. Only a
handful of black-and-white photographs
taken for posterity captured what Klimt
had created. The end of the story? Almost.

Putting the Art into
Artificial Intelligence

Almost 75 years after the paintings
were lost, an AI puzzle hunt began to
solve the artistic mystery. Österreichische
Galerie Belvedere, home of the world’s
largest collection of Klimt paintings and
one of the city’s top museums, joined
forces with Google’s Arts and Culture
Department to create a digital platform
by the name of Klimt versus Klimt. In all,
the project involved 33 partner institutions from twelve countries. One element
of the project centered on an attempt to
bring Klimt’s Faculty Paintings back to
life using a special algorithm designed
to give modern-day beholders a feel for
the original coloration of the paintings.
A spectacular project that united international IT specialists, art historians and
Klimt experts.

When Data gets Creative

Reduced to ashes in 1945 and now resurrected using artificial
intelligence: Klimt’s Faculty Painting on the subject of jurisprudence.
Photo: © Österreichische Galerie Belvedere
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The colorization process applied in this
particular case was based on an algorithm
that had actually been developed to

colorize black-and-white photos. It was then
adapted and fine-tuned specifically for the Klimt
project. A highly complex undertaking that also
incorporated elements of machine learning –
a branch of artificial intelligence that draws on
sophisticated statistical models. Or, put another
way: high-performance computers were fed with
large volumes of data, which, when taken together,
delivered clues about coloration in the art world at
that time. But for the algorithm to produce reliable
results, thousands of comparator images from this
period of art were required, as well as additional
algorithms which were interlaced with each other.
In total, the project drew on information taken
from around 90,000 works of art. At the heart
of this data was a set of around 80 paintings by
Klimt that the Belvedere’s experts deemed as being
of particular relevance for the reconstruction of
the Faculty Paintings, as they either hailed from
the same creative period or had parallels with the
controversial works in question in terms of the
motifs they depicted. But the Google Arts & Culture
and Belvedere team were not only involved in
painstakingly processing direct visual information.

Unexpected Outcomes

As it turned out,the extensive research work carried
out in libraries – and in newspaper archives in
particular – played an equally important role. To
the surprise of all involved, these contemporary
sources proved to be a rich vein of information,
as the art critics of the time wrote astonishingly
precise descriptions of the three Faculty Paintings
in their exhibition reviews. As a direct result of
these accounts alone, more than half of the motifs
could be assigned very specific colors. It proved
a key step in the reconstruction of the images as
it transpired that Klimt had very closely oriented
the final pieces to the colors featured in the first
drafts for the paintings, which was by no means a
given. And the researchers had a major stroke of
luck when it came to the Faculty Painting dedicated
to medicine: a color photograph of a small section
of this painting appeared in a 1931 publication on
Gustav Klimt, which provided further vital clues
regarding its final appearance. Piece by piece, the
puzzle was starting to come together.After almost
four years of work, the time had come: Klimt’s
Faculty Paintings were back to their original

The Philosophy Faculty Painting also went up in flames at
the end of World War II, only to celebrate its resurrection in
color 80 years later thanks to advances in digital technology.
Photo: © Österreichische Galerie Belvedere

technicolor best, in a spectacular reconstruction
showing just how stellar the art of Viennese
Modernism was. And another fascinating insight
also came to light for art historians: the reconstructions show very clearly that Klimt’s Faculty Paintings
were not just out of line with the others in terms of
style. The final color palette he used was completely
different to the one featured in Franz Matsch’s
contributions. From this perspective, the clients
were well within their rights to reject the images.
But for the art world, it was a fateful decision,
because the paintings would have survived the
Second World War unscathed if they had been
displayed on the ceiling of the University of Vienna.
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Major Milestone
at the Belvedere

The Belvedere, home to one of Vienna’s most
important art museums, will celebrate its
300th anniversary in 2023 – a landmark that
refers to the completion of the Upper Belvedere,
where building work was concluded in 1723.
Celebrations will get underway in December 2022
with a new exhibition in the Orangery (Lower
Belvedere) entitled The Belvedere. 300 Years a
Place of Art, which will look at the history of this
venue whose significance extends beyond the world
of art.
Early February 2023 will bring the launch
of Klimt. Inspired by Van Gogh, Rodin, Matisse…,
a temporary exhibition which will focus on
the question of who inspired the Viennese Art
Nouveau figurehead Gustav Klimt (1862–1918).
Meanwhile, the permanent collection at the Upper
Belvedere is also being redesigned ahead of its

official relaunch in March 2023. The focus is on
the question of the relationship between artists
and their time, and how their working methods
reflect the eras that spawned them.
Between May and September 2023, a
sculpture project will be presented in the
Belvedere Garden. Given the title Public Matters.
Contemporary Art in the Belvedere Garden, it
complements the Baroque sculptures found on
site. Retrospectives on artists including Louise
Bourgeois, the mother of the feminist avantgarde, are also planned at the Lower Belvedere,
while another at Belvedere 21 will look at the work
of Renate Bertlmann. The young Viennese art scene
will also be headline news at Belvedere 21 thanks to
a relaunch of 2019 exhibition On the New.
● Österreichische Galerie Belvedere
Prinz-Eugen-Strasse 27
1030 Vienna
www.belvedere.at

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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Welcome to full mobility.
viennacitycard.at

Cinema
Central

Rich in history, full of stories and brimming with
cult appeal – Vienna’s arthouse cinemas. A famous
film destination, Vienna also has a cinema scene that
is original and endearing, just like the city itself.
What few people are aware of: it is also right up there
internationally when it comes to quality and variety.
We took a seat and let the magic happen.
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(Text)
Maria SCHALLER
(Photos)
Julie BRASS

Cosmopolitan
Cinema

A place that film buffs dream about, Vienna’s
last great single-screen cinema is no stranger to
grand premieres. In 1960, the Gartenbaukino
(founded in 1919) reopened as part of the
redevelopment of the Gartenbaugründe, a plot
of prime real estate on Vienna’s showpiece
Ringstrasse boulevard. Back then, Kirk Douglas
was the guest of honor for the premiere which
brought Spartacus to the capital’s first 70mm
screen. Numerous high-profile figures from the
world of film followed over the years, including
Martin Scorsese, Bruce Willis and Tom Cruise.
In 2021, the Gartenbaukino – the main venue
of the Vienna International Film Festival
(Viennale) – was extensively renovated. Today,
many parts of the listed cinema are back to their
dazzling, original 1960s best. And the majority
of the 736 seats in Vienna’s largest movie
theater now bear the names of their sponsors.
GARTENBAUKINO
Parkring 12
1010 Vienna

Nostalgia
in Breitensee

While Vienna’s innermost districts certainly have
an impressive concentration of arthouse cinemas,
film fans will need to head to the fourteenth
district for the city’s oldest. Or the world’s oldest,
if legend is to be believed. What is certain,
however, is that the Breitenseer Lichtspiele is the
oldest continuously operating cinema in Vienna.
Here, audiences take a seat on the original
wooden chairs from 1905. Although the main
focus is on domestic productions and international classics, there are also silent films
featuring piano accompaniment or live narration.
It also hosts LGBT events, including drag shows.
Its legendary former operator Anna Nitsch-Fitz,
who died in 2022, ran the small cinema for
53 years. Her niece Christina initiated a full
refurb, but the nostalgic ambience continues to
set the tone. A cinema for real film fans, and only
twelve minutes from Stephansplatz by subway.
BREITENSEER LICHTSPIELE
Breitenseer Strasse 21
1140 Vienna
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Comeback
for a Legend
In Vienna, film fans have the pick of 17 arthouse cinemas.
For now – as another is set to join their ranks very shortly.
The Bellaria Kino will make its long-anticipated comeback in 2023.
In 2019, the legendary movie theater near the Volkstheater had to
close after 107 years. But one successful crowdfunding campaign
later, and a much-needed refurb is already underway. Although it
will return as a bright new urban cinema hotspot, the charm and
character of the Bellaria will be retained. The team at Café Liebling,
also in the seventh district, is putting the finishing touches to an
innovative hospitality concept for the site that includes a guest
garden. Behind the cinema relaunch are the operators of the
Votiv Kino and De France – two other arthouse cinemas whose
broad-based programs enrich cultural life in the city.
BELLARIA KINO
Museumstrasse 3
1070 Vienna

VOTIV KINO
Währinger Strasse 12
1090 Vienna

DE FRANCE
Schottenring 5
1010 Vienna

Cinema
and Museum
in One
Any quest to find the city’s finest
cinemas simply has to include a trip
to the METRO Kinokulturhaus.
Dating back to 1893, the magnificent
listed main auditorium (pictured on
page 78) with its wood paneling,
balcony and red interior was used as
a theater until 1951. Which explains
the boxes off to the side of the rows
of seats. Filmarchiv Austria took
over the cinema in the heart of the
city center in 2002 and converted
it into a multi-story cultural center
with event and exhibition space.
Besides top highlights from the
annals of film history, it specializes
in contemporary national and international cinema. It also has a cozy
cinema bar and a real rarity: the
world’s best-stocked specialty film
bookstore. An ingenious touch:
a large glass wall opens up views
of the main auditorium from the
entrance area.
METRO KINOKULTURHAUS
Johannesgasse 4
1010 Vienna
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Cinema, Art, Food

Like many other cinemas in the city, this picture house, which was
founded in 1916 when it went by the name of the Schwarzenbergkino,
can look back on an eventful history. It would go on to become
today’s Stadtkino, which found a new home in the Künstlerhaus on
Karlsplatz in 2013. The large cinema hall with its historic murals
is a real feast for the eyes, and now the same goes for the foyer which
was modernized in the summer of 2022. Incidentally, it shares the
building it calls home – likewise fully renovated in recent years –
with the Künstlerhaus Artists’ Association, the Albertina modern, and
restaurants Ludwig & Adele and Hausbar. The Stadtkino cinema has
also been active as a film distributor since the 1990s. The focus
is on international arthouse films, with not-infrequent forays into
political and feminist territory also featuring.
STADTKINO IM KÜNSTLERHAUS WIEN
Akademiestrasse 13
1010 Vienna

Sunday Special

Vienna has the perfect cinema for every taste. Schikaneder
in the fourth district definitely enjoys cult status thanks to
the colorful mix it offers: obscure works and classic movies,
as well as film festivals dedicated to human rights and even
porn. And screenings of popular German TV cop show Tatort
on Sundays (free admission). The presence of a number of
couches in the auditorium means that it is a home from home
for some of its regulars. But not everyone comes just for the
movies. The bar regularly hosts DJ music and LGBT events.
Schikaneder, like its sister cinema Top Kino, is a hybrid
cinema/bar. Top Kino (pictured left) near Mariahilfer Strasse
oozes cozy retro ambience. Besides an impressive range of
culinary treats, it’s known for serving up a particularly varied
arthouse program. Very popular: the Sunday movie breakfast.
SCHIKANEDER
Margaretenstrasse 22–24
1040 Vienna
TOP KINO
Rahlgasse 1
1060 Vienna

TIPS:
● Experience festival glamour: the Viennale is a must ● Steeped in film history: the Austrian Film Museum
for cinephiles each fall. Austria’s largest film festival,
has an extensive library and several collections. The
which celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2022, is
centerpiece of the museum – part of the Albertina
hosted at multiple cinemas where film highlights
complex – is the all-black Invisible Cinema.
from all over the world are screened. And they also
present a packed program of related highlights.
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Food & Drink

Heartfelt and “heart-free”, but always heavenly –
meat-filled and meat-free culinary tributes.
And a standing ovation to some truly
outstanding sausages.
84

Ten Questions for Stefanie Herkner

The top Viennese restaurateur talks “cuisine with a big heart”.
86

Veggie Heaven

Meat-free dishes are part and parcel of the modern culinary experience.
But Vienna was already blazing a trail as long ago as the 1870s –
and today its veggie cuisine is up there alongside the very best
in fine dining.
90

Outstanding Sausages

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Sausage stands shape the look and feel of Vienna.
We reveal where to find the best sausages and which combo
never fails to hit the spot.
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Ten Questions for
Stefanie Herkner

(Interview)
Andrea ORTMAYER

(Photo)
Olivia WIMMER

Stefanie Herkner, daughter of Viennese cooking
legend Heinz Herkner, followed her heart and
opened up a restaurant of her own – against
her parents’ wishes. She has been running
Zur Herknerin in the fourth district since 2013,
where she cooks original Viennese cuisine in
a converted plumbing supplies store that exudes
a living room flair.

Zur Herknerin
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 36
1040 Vienna
www.zurherknerin.at

➀ Your motto is: “Cuisine with a big heart”.
But what does that mean for you?
Everything I do, I do with love. The dishes I
cook are the dishes of my childhood. I try to
conjure up an unadulterated taste of yesteryear on my guests’ plates.

➅ Who or what inspires you when you cook?
Gertrude Henzl – she’s an expert on wild
herbs and wild vegetables. I can learn
everything there is to know about meadow,
forest and garden delicacies at Henzls Ernte
(Kettenbrückengasse 3/2, 1050 Vienna).

➁ What is Viennese cuisine for you?
For me it is down-to-earth and satisfying
cuisine, the way it used to be cooked, with
the best regional and seasonal ingredients
without the frills – or foams.

➆ Where can you meet Stefanie Herkner
in private?
I love Café Korb, Restaurant Eckel,
Trześniewski and ice cream at Tichy’s
because it’s just iconic.

➂ What is your favorite dish in Viennese
cuisine, and who does it best?
Paprika chicken with gnocchi, or classic
meatloaf with mashed potatoes – and I do!

➇ What is your favorite spot in Vienna?
The Neuwaldegger Bad pool in summer and
certain Heuriger wine taverns. For me, these
are places that exude a certain nostalgia,
where I can savor life and unwind.

➃ What is your favorite sweet dish from
the canon of Viennese cuisine?
Apricot and plum dumplings.
➄ What is the smell of Vienna for you?
Cabbage, pickled foods, clarified butter,
fried onion.

➈ What can only be found in Vienna?
Grantler – Viennese moaning minnies who
just complain about everything. Whingeing
and complaining is part of the Viennese soul.
What sides of the city do you show visitors?
Traditional businesses like Altmann & Kühne,
traditional coffeehouses, the Natural History
Museum and the Heuriger wine taverns.
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Meat-free cuisine is de rigueur right now –
also in Vienna. But not for the first time.
A fledgling vegetarian scene first emerged
in the city in the 1870s. But today, the
capital’s meat-free cuisine is up there
alongside the very best in fine dining.

(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER

Veggie Heaven
The first vegetarian restaurants appeared in Vienna
as early as the 1870s, which is truly amazing given
the city’s fondness for Schnitzel and fried chicken.
In traditional Viennese cuisine, vegetables have
always tended to play something of a supporting
role. The Viennese were real meat eaters back then.
In 1877, Karl Ramharter opened the Germanspeaking world’s first vegetarian restaurant right
here in Vienna. Its patrons included none other
than the composer Gustav Mahler. But it wouldn’t
be Vienna if it didn’t give center stage to Schnitzel –
only in this case it was a meat-free version made
from celery, green spelt or lentils.
Other vegetarian restaurants followed – and
all of them bore the moniker “hygienic-vegetarian”,
whichpresumablyarosefromthefactthatvegetarian
restaurants emerged from a trend toward “naturebased living.” Going without meat was often
accompanied by cutting out alcohol, tobacco, and
white bread. In fact, the vegetarian restaurants
of the time did not serve alcohol.

Vegetarian Scene Around 1900

1870 saw the birth of the first vegetarian societies,
the best-known of them being the Friends of
Natural Living (FNL), which was founded in 1881.
People were motivated to go meat-free out of
animal welfare and health considerations in equal
measure. Meat and alcohol consumption were seen
as the causes of numerous diseases. Members of the
vegetarian community largely kept to themselves
at that time: they exchanged information in their
own restaurants about the benefits of a diet that
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was low in potential irritants, compared notes on
various natural healing institutions and held nature
aloft as a panacea. There was even a vegetarian
congress in Vienna in 1886, which was widely
mocked in newspaper caricatures at the time.
Readers of Austrian daily broadsheet Die Presse
could read about“spinach brothers”with green faces.
While the middle class forewent meat consciously
and voluntarily, the hard-pressed working classes
were often simply unable to afford meat.
While the vegetarian cookbooks of the time
had a distinct focus on Viennese cakes, pastries and
desserts,today there is more of a focus on vegetables.
Although soy found its way to the capital in 1873
thanks to the World’s Fair, it would be some time
before it would feature in the city’s kitchens.
“Vegetarians of the strictest observance”, as vegans
were then called, were few and far between.
The Second World War put an abrupt end to
vegetarianism. But today, the capital’s vegetarian
and vegan cuisine has hit the fine dining heights.
And, fortunately, veggie Wiener Schnitzel is no
longer the apotheosis of meat-free cuisine.

Veggie de Luxe

Vienna’s vegetarian and vegan cuisine is led by
standard bearer TIAN. The holder of a coveted
Guide Michelin star and four Gault Millau toques,
it is one of the best vegetarian restaurants in
the world. Chef de cuisine Paul Ivić is constantly
setting new standards: featuring rare, and sometimes almost forgotten varieties, the menu at
TIAN reads like a walk through a vegetable garden,
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Photo: © Benjamin Mohl

More than a bar, Hausbar serves the ultimate in vegetarian cuisine.
Photo: © Ingo Pertramer

Paul Ivić creates unparalleled vegetable-based taste sensations at TIAN.

All of the dishes at Jola are vegan.
Photo: © Larissa Andres

Parvin Razavi primarily cooks using vegetables at &flora.
Photo: © Michael Koenigshofer

Culinary journey around the world at &flora: the chef loves labneh creations.
Photo: © Michael Koenigshofer
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with locally sourced vegetables, fruits and grains,
some of them rare and almost forgotten. All
produced to fair-trade standards and organic.
And Ivić skillfully uses them to conjure up refined
taste experiences and authentic textures. “It’s
important to me that I don’t mimic the taste of
meat with my cooking, but bring out the flavor
of nature instead,” the celebrity chef says. Ivić is
also intensely passionate about sustainability. He
aims to throw away as little as possible and makes
as much use as possible of roots, leaves and peel.
At TIAN, “From Root to Leaf ” is an everyday
reality rather than just a cynical advertising ploy.

Meat-Free Fine Dining

The LaLa: ideal for fast vegan cuisine.
Photo: © The Lala

seasonal produce is also demonstrated to impressive
effect by Oliver Mohl at Hausbar in the Künstlerhaus,
where great vegetarian and vegan cuisine occupy
pride of place on the menu. While most vegetarian
establishments tend to focus on natural wines,
Hausbar – in line with its name – serves cocktails
with meals. And what cocktails they are, too!

Vienna recently welcomed its first vegan-only fine
dining restaurant, Jola, which is all about seasonal
and regional products. Jola is a portmanteau
derived from the first names of owners Jonathan
Wittenbrink and his partner Larissa Andres.
Wittenbrink previously worked under Paul Ivić at
Quick Vegan
TIAN and was head chef at TIAN Bistro.And now
he is showing what he can do at his own restaurant. Anyone who is looking for a vegan experience that
At Jola, too, the chefs know how to transform goes beyond fine dining should check out The LaLa.
ingredients into taste sensations. Anyone looking Building on the runaway success of their vegan iceto try out something new can sample their way cream parlors, two sisters have now broken through
through a curated selection of non-alcoholic into the restaurant business. Californian superbeverages including homemade kombucha and food cuisine provides the blueprint for The LaLa.
kvass made from pretzel sticks.
Creative bowls, salads and snacks made exclusively
It only took a remarkably short time for with vegan ingredients – as well as the restaurant’s
&flora at Hotel Gilbert to establish itself as one popping color scheme – serve up a great vibe.
of the go-to addresses for vegetarian
TIAN RESTAURANT WIEN
cuisine in the city. After all, a green
Himmelpfortgasse 23
hotel calls for green cuisine, and this
1010 Vienna
is where Parvin Razavi steps in. A chef
www.tian-restaurant.com/wien
with Persian roots, she focuses on
JOLA
sustainable and modern cuisine where
Salzgries 15, 1010 Vienna
vegetables take center stage. The focus
www.jola.wien
at &flora is on vegetarian and vegan
&FLORA
dishes and products, with meat playing
Breite Gasse 9, 1070 Vienna
only the most peripheral of roles.
www.undﬂora.at
Prepared with characteristic refineHAUSBAR IN THE KÜNSTLERHAUS
ment, the dishes reveal the chef’s love
Karlsplatz 5, 1010 Vienna
for oriental spices. Razavi, who infuses
hausbar-wien.at
the dishes with her personal signature,
THE LALA
has a predominantly female kitchen
Neustiftgasse 23, 1070 Vienna
team around her,which is another rarity.
www.the-lala.com
The idea that vegetarian cuisine
Meat-free fine dining at Hausbar.
goes hand in hand with regional and
Photo: © Angela Lamprecht
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Outstanding
(Text)
Karoline KNEZEVIC

(Photos)
Paul BAUER

Sausage stands are as much a part of Vienna as apple strudel or
St. Stephen’s Cathedral. The small sausage stands on busy street
corners are the first port of call for a quick snack on the go, or
to satisfy that ravenous post-party hunger. And since “al fresco
dining“ has really taken off due to all the lockdowns, some
sausage stands now have far more on the menu than the most
popular of all combos – a piping-hot, cheese-filled Käsekrainer
sausage and a piece of bread to go with it.

Wiener
Würstelstand
● Corner of Pfeilgasse/Strozzigasse
1080 Vienna
→ www.facebook.com/wienerwuerstelstand
The city’s first certified organic sausage
stand serves the very best that the
sausage world has to offer. The Bologna
WÜ – a hot dog with fennel salsiccia –
and the homemade Rohscheiben (somewhere between potato chips and potato
slices) are a hit.

Hermann’s
Würstelstand
● Stiftgasse 5–7 (Wipark Garage)
1070 Vienna
→ www.bosna.wien
This sausage stand has been around for
over 30 years. Located in an underground
garage, it has a genuinely unique ambience.
Culinary tip: Hermann’s Bosna – from
classic to vegan.
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Sausages
Alles Wurscht
● Börseplatz, Hermann Gmeiner Park
1010 Vienna
→ www.facebook.com/alleswurschtwien
More than just sausages: expect the odd
queue for sausages, hot dogs, beef tatar,
calamari fritti and even champagne and
caviar – but it’s worth the wait.

Würstelstand LEO
● Döblinger Gürtel 2
1190 Vienna
→ www.wuerstelstandleo.at
The Big Mama is for two – a giant cheesefilled Käsekrainer sausage complete with
sides for those times when nothing less
will do. And if a snack is all it takes, then
the loaded pretzel hot dogs are the perfect
choice.

Zum scharfen René
● Schwarzenbergplatz 15
1010 Vienna
→ www.zumscharfenrene.com
Owner René Kachlir mans the grill here.
And has one of the hottest selections of
chilis in town for anyone brave enough
to take them on. Homemade sauces and,
of course, sausages are also available.
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Urban Idyll

In Vienna, fresh water from the mountains
is turned into wine. And the system that brings
it to the city is celebrating a special anniversary
with a bouquet of colorful flowers
from all over the world.
94

Ten Questions for Thomas Podsednik
The passionate winemaker produces
preeminent Viennese wine.
96

Crystal Clear

Vienna’s fresh, crystal-clear spring water is the envy of the world.
But where does it come from?
And why is it celebrating its 150th anniversary in 2023?
102

Horticultural Flourish

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Floral fantasia: a blooming history, from plant diplomacy
that brings people together to beautiful blossoms
in Viennese cemeteries.
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Ten Questions for
Thomas Podsednik
(Interview)
Susanna BURGER

(Photo)
Raimo Rudi
RUMPLER

Passionate about winemaking and Vienna:
Viennese-native Thomas Podsednik is director
of the Cobenzl Winery, which has been operated by the City of Vienna for over 110 years.
Podsednik is now looking forward to his
35th harvest of high-quality Viennese wine,
which he has raised to a new level on the international stage with the help of a group of
innovative Viennese winemakers.
➀ Being a winemaker in a big city – what’s
that like?
An entire wine-growing region in a major
world capital: a claim that only Vienna can
make. The traffic can be challenging, but then
again, the customers are right there on our
doorstep.
➁ Your favorite wine from your own cellar?
Weissburgunder (Pinot Blanc – ed.) – a
completely underrated old Austrian variety.
And Wiener Gemischter Satz DAC.
➂ Tell us about the Wiener Gemischter
Satz DAC.
This exciting field-blend wine is unique.
At least three white wine varieties are
planted, harvested and turned into wine
together. It tastes different every year.
➃ Looking at your winemaking career,
what are you particularly proud of?
For 34 years, I have put hard work and energy
into the business with the support of my
team. And now it is in great shape, and enjoys
nationwide and international recognition.
➄ What is important to you?
Producing high-quality, local and sustainable
wine.

Weingut Cobenzl
Am Cobenzl 96
1190 Vienna
www.weingutcobenzl.at
Wining and dining in the vineyards:
www.genuss-am-cobenzl.wien

➅ How organic are the wines from the
Cobenzl estate?
After a transition period lasting three years,
the whole of the 2023 vintage will be certified
organic. We have been certified as a sustainable operation for over ten years now – and
that applies to all the various aspects of the
process from CO₂ emissions to bottle weight.
➆ Your favorite moment of the wine year?
The grape harvest in fall, when the grapes
go into the press house. You know then that
you’ve made it.
➇ Your tips for wine lovers around the world?
Several winegrowers, including myself, serve
wine directly in the vineyards: wine, plus
platters of cold cuts and the best views of
Vienna. And don’t miss the Weinwandertag
wine hiking weekend in fall!
➈ Are there focuses other than wine at the
winery?
We are a popular venue for weddings – both
in the wine cellar and out in the vineyards.
And we also produce organic honey.
Your drink tip away from wine?
Viennese tap water: crystal-clear, delicious
drinking water from the Alps. Give it a try!

URBAN IDYLL
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The pristine crystalline water from Vienna’s Mountain Spring Pipeline
dazzles in glassware from traditional manufacturer J. & L. Lobmeyr.

Part of the First Vienna Mountain Spring Pipeline,
Liesing Aqueduct is a protected monument.

Crystal Clear
(Text)
Susanne KAPELLER

(Photos)
Lisa EDI

In Vienna, fresh, crystal-clear spring water bubbles
out of the taps. The capital’s drinking water is
unique, and makes an important contribution
to the high quality of life in the city. We set out
to retrace the origins of Viennese water, taking
a look at where it comes from, how it tastes,
what it does and where it’s available.

(Glass objects)
Anna PAUL
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The landmark Hochstrahlbrunnen fountain on Schwarzenbergplatz
is a highly visible monument to Vienna’s water supply.

For many Viennese, it’s the first thing they do when
they return from a vacation abroad: grab a glass and
savor the unique flavor of the city’s drinking water.
In many countries, the water that comes out of the
taps is not safe to drink. And even where it is ok
to do so, it very quickly becomes clear that not all
water is the same. What it tastes like depends on
its origin and history. How the water permeates
the rock, which rock layers it flows through – these
factors influence the composition of the minerals
in the water and have a major bearing on taste and
appearance.
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Spring Fresh

And that is exactly what makes Viennese water
so special. “Immediately upon pouring, Viennese
water presents itself fresh from the tap with
characteristic clarity and a wonderful silver sheen
on the surface,” says certified water sommelier
Long Luna Lin-Maurer, summing up its distinct
appearance. The Shanghai-born water expert and
tourist guide has lived in Vienna for many years
and can’t help but wax lyrical about the taste of
Viennese water: “The velvety-smooth consistency
of this spring water announces itself right from the
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capital using the gradient alone, without a single
mechanical pump needed. Today, the farthest
spring is located 150 kilometers from Vienna. And
within 24 hours, the crystal-clear, fresh water finds
its way to the city via the First Vienna Mountain
Spring Pipeline. In all, 220 million liters of spring
water travel through it each day, bound for the city.
Or for Wasserspeicher Rosenhügel, to be precise –
the reservoir that the First Vienna Mountain Spring
Pipeline empties into. From the outside, only the
historic entrance portal is visible. The cisterns with
their beautiful vaulted ceilings are hidden underground.Water samples are taken here several times
a day to ensure quality standards are met.

Historic cast iron drinking fountains were mass produced
at the end of the nineteenth century and can still be found
today at many locations in Vienna.

first contact with the tip of the tongue. A sweetish
note follows as it runs along the tongue. In terms
of its finish, an almost imperceptibly tart note
lingers.”

Visionary Thinking in 1873

Viennese water originates from the Lower AustrianStyrian Alps. Larger than Vienna, the area where
the springs are located is subject to strict protection
orders. The water flows directly to the capital via
a pair of Mountain Spring Pipelines. The First
Vienna Mountain Spring Pipeline was inaugurated
in 1873 – the year of the Vienna World’s Fair – with
the aim of eradicating epidemics and outbreaks of
diseases such as cholera by giving the population
access to safe, fresh drinking water. Still an essential
part of Vienna’s water supply system to this day,
the pipeline confirms how innovative and forwardlooking the city planners of the time were.
While sustainability was not a familiar
concept to people in 1873, the First Vienna
Mountain Spring Pipeline was a classic example
of it in action. The water flows all the way to the

Aquatectural Marvel

On its way to Vienna, the water passes through a
total of 30 striking, heritage-listed aqueducts on
its way along the First Vienna Mountain Spring
Pipeline. The water tower Favoriten, a water tower
in the tenth district, is an impressive monument to
industrial historicism. Built in 1898/99, it played
a key part of the water infrastructure that supplied
the 10th and 12th districts of Vienna until the
construction of the Second Vienna Mountain Spring

URBAN IDYLL
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Pipeline. In operation since 1910, this ancillary
supply line brings spring water from the Styrian
Hochschwab region to Vienna. Due to the slightly
longer distance it has to cover, water takes up to
36 hours to reach the city via this route.
Together, the pipelines power a total of
16 hydro plants, generating enough electricity
along the way to meet the needs of a town with

a population of 40,000 such as Wiener Neustadt.
What sounds visionary today encountered fierce
resistance at the time. For many people, the sheer
costs of transporting water to Vienna all the way
from the Alps were difficult to swallow, particularly
given the proximity of the Danube.
But on October 24, 1873, Emperor Franz
Joseph officially inaugurated the First Vienna

Wasserspeicher Rosenhügel with its historic entrance portal from 1873 is the final destination for the water
carried along the First Vienna Mountain Spring Pipeline. Its huge cisterns are concealed underground.
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Mountain Spring Pipeline when
he switched on the Hochstrahlbrunnen (High-Jet Fountain–ed.)
on Schwarzenbergplatz. Still
an impressive feature of its
prominent city center location
today, this high-pressure fountain
symbolizes Vienna’s liberation
from epidemics and water shortages. For the geologist Eduard
Suess, who was responsible for
the construction of the First
Vienna Mountain Spring Pipeline,
the fountain was the crowning
glory in a Gesamtkunstwerk,
or total work of art. Every year
on World Water Day on March 22,
the fountain’s reservoir is refilled
with Alpine spring water after
the winter break. The ensemble
is known for its many fountains,
all of which have a meaning.
The 365 small fountains at the
edge of the pool, for example,
represent the days of the year. In
1906,the feature was illuminated,
and it has been lit up in a wide
variety of colors in the evenings
ever since.

The water tower Favoriten, the landmark of the 10th district,
was once an essential part of the water supply network.

150 Years of Viennese Water

The pride that the City of Vienna has in its fresh
spring water is reflected in the number of drinking
fountains in the capital. People can drink water
or fill up their bottels for free at any time at one
of the more than 1,300 fountains here. By the fall
of 2023, a Jubilee Fountain will be constructed
in Vienna’s 10th district to mark 150 years since
Vienna’s new water supply came onstream. It will
be designed by the internationally renowned artist
collective Gelatin. Incidentally, the City of Vienna
is the only one in the world to have put constitutional safeguards in place to protect its spring
water for future generations: “An extremely
harmonious, easy-to-drink spring water that is the
perfect companion for everything – with balanced
mineralization and zero additives,” says water
sommelier Lin-Maurer.

ABOUT THE PHOTOS
Photographer Lisa Edi has approached the subject
of Viennese water from an artistic angle. She uses
analog equipment, works with technical eﬀects,
and for the shoot itself she focused right through
glass sculptures created by the artist Anna Paul
to bring a sense of water to the images.
→ www.lisaedi.com
→ www.annapaul.at
The water glasses and carafes come from traditional
manufacturer J. & L. Lobmeyr. One of the outstanding
exhibitors at the 1873 Vienna World’s Fair, it celebrates its 200th anniversary in 2023. To this day
J. & L. Lobmeyr’s catalog still features glassware
from back then. An exhibition at the MAK – Museum
of Applied Arts, Vienna (Jun 7–Sep 24, 2023) and
at the J. & L. Lobmeyr headquarters at Kärntner
Strasse 26 are dedicated to the Vienna World’s Fair
and the company’s bicentennial.
→ www.lobmeyr.at

URBAN IDYLL
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HORTICULTURAL
Flourish

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Julian Mullan

(Text)
Rosi DORUDI, Karoline KNEZEVIC

Blossoms symbolize spring and new beginnings.
And in Vienna, spring bloomers also stand for friendship between
different cultures, transform cemeteries into romantic hideaways
and add a dash of Far Eastern charm to local neighborhoods.
102
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Behind the cherry grove on the Danube Island rises the Kahlenberg,
almost reminiscent of Mount Fuji in Japan – but only almost.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Julian Mullan

Famous for their delicately fragrant pale-pink
blossoms, Japanese cherry trees also stage quite the
spectacle in Vienna each spring. Barely out of their
protective brown cases, Sakura, the Japanese cherry
blossoms, burst into flower for just a few days in
April. The fleeting picture they paint in this time
could scarcely be any more romantic. Even the
falling petals create a sight to behold, with the
tender grass shoots beneath the trees soon carpeted
in a layer of delicate flowers. In Japan, watching
this fascinating natural phenomenon – known as
Hanami – is a centuries-old tradition. Vienna has
its very own Sakura Park on the Danube Island:
the idyllic cherry tree grove was a gift from Japan
presented to Austria to mark its millennial anniversary in 1996. But the history of Japanese-Austrian
cultural exchange goes back further than that:
in 1873, Japan participated in a World’s Fair for
the first time, which just happened to be held in
Vienna.At that time, no expense was spared and no
lengths were too great to go to – a Japanese garden
was even created on the exhibition grounds from
scratch. While virtually nothing of the exhibition
site remains, relations between the two nations
are thriving.

considerations: in its perfect
form, a Japanese garden creates
a work of art to be savored with
all the senses. This even applies
to things like the sound of gravel
crunching underfoot, and not
just the arrangement of the
plants. A trip to the Setagaya
Park in the nineteenth district
is like visiting the Land of the
Rising Sun. Especially in April,
when cherry blossom season
transforms the 4,000-squaremeter facility with its spring
pools, pagodas and bamboo
fences into a sea of white and
pink. Incidentally, the name of
the park comes from the nineteenth district of Döbling’s twin
in Tokyo – the ward of Setagaya.

Far Eastern Garden Design up Close

In Japanese gardens, nothing is left to chance.
Each plant is selected according to aesthetic
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The Takasaki Park at Kurpark Oberlaa.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer
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St. Marx Cemetery is Vienna’s oldest Biedermeier cemetery.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was buried here in 1791.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/JulianMullan

Somewhat smaller but no less idyllic is
the Takasaki Park at Kurpark Oberlaa. Laid out
according to plans drawn up by the architect
Kinsaku Nakane, the original garden – subsequently
removed – was Japan’s contribution to the Vienna
International Garden Show in 1974. However, the
city of Takasaki lobbied to have it reinstated, and
its efforts were rewarded in the 1990s.
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Quiet Reflection and Spring Scents

St. Marx Cemetery provides an unexpected treat
for the senses when it comes into bloom each
spring. From April to May, a sea of lilacs comes
into full splendor, lending the gravestones of the
Biedermeier cemetery a flair that is both macabre
and romantic.
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Vienna in Bloom

Taking a walk through Vienna’s Prater park is
an absolute must in spring, when the 2,500 or so
chestnut trees that line the four-and-a-half-kilometer-long Hauptallee simultaneously erupt into
flower. Wild garlic, a well-known herald of spring,
grows here in abundance and is a popular dish on
the capital’s menus at this time. But as soon as the
white flowers emerge, the plant is no longer edible
and should simply be admired for its looks instead.
Stadtpark is also bursting with flowering
trees, ornamental shrubs and flowers arranged in
formal beds – here, their queen, the magnolia, sets
the tone.
Probably the most famous magnolia trees
are located in front of the parks and gardens office
in Stadtpark and in front of the Votivkirche church
where they ring in the spring and provide a popular
photo op, not just for visitors to the city.

Magnificent magnolias in full flower in the Sigmund Freud
Park with the Votivkirche in the background.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

Stadtpark became the capital’s first public park when it opened in 1862.
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Julian Mullan
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The perfect travel guides, eco-friendly travel
and snapshots on the world wide web from events
that bring joy all year round.
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Ten Questions for Paul Bauer

Viennese photographer Paul Bauer on capturing the city’s
most captivating corners on camera.
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Eco-Friendly Travel to Vienna

Vienna was one of the most important railroad hubs
in Europe back in 1873. A claim it still stands by to this day.
Direct – and carbon-neutral – rail travel to Vienna
is the way forward.
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Getting Around Vienna – Online and Offline

There are lots of ways for visitors to Vienna to explore the city
both online and offline – using various resources, including award-winning
app ivie. And the Vienna City Card is the perfect travel companion.
115

Vienna Online
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116

Top Events in 2023

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer

Events that no-one will want to miss.
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Ten Questions for
Paul Bauer
Regularly on assignment for the Vienna Tourist
Board, Viennese photographer Paul Bauer is no
stranger to capturing the most exciting corners
of the city on camera. In this interview, he talks
about his experiences of life in Vienna through
the lens, the places he finds particularly exciting,
and why a shoot with a drag queen stuck in his
mind. Say cheese!
➀ Your favorite subject in Vienna and why?
The Amalienbad pool. A phenomenal place
that’s great for taking pictures of. And I have
a special association with it: an Amalienbad
shoot was one of my very first commissions
from the Vienna Tourist Board. To this
day, the images I took back then are very
important to me.
➁ Do you perceive the city differently through
the viewfinder?
Yes. Through the camera you consciously
perceive details and sections. I am forced to
look at things more closely.
➂ What makes a subject interesting for you?
If it’s authentic. It’s not that I just press the
shutter button once and have a nice picture.
I press it often and then find that one
beautiful picture afterwards.
➃ And how do you know that you have
found it?
It’s always the one where it is least noticeable
that I was present as a photographer.

(Interview)
Robert SEYDEL
(Photo)
Paul BAUER

www.paulbauerphoto.com
www.instagram.com/papapaulbauer

➅ Your favorite spot in Vienna?
Currently, the Schafberg hill.
➆ Why?
A great, quiet place where I can relax – and am
treated to a view of the whole of Vienna.
➇ What makes Vienna unique for a photographer?
The sheer diversity in terms of architecture
and location. I can look at imperial details on
the Ringstrasse, shoot clubs in the seventh
district and still end up standing in the middle
of the forest or drinking wine in Stammersdorf
within a very short space of time.
➈ Do you manage not to take pictures on
vacation?
No, absolutely not. But I can confirm that I no
longer choose vacation destinations based on
whether or not they’re going to deliver good
photo material.

➄ What is the perfect image, in your view?
After a few hundred thousand images, you
develop a sense of which images work and
which don’t.

INSIDER

What was your most original photo shoot
in Vienna?
The one with drag queen “Die Tiefe
Kümmernis” that I did for the Vienna
Tourist Board. Switching scenes from the
Kaiserbründl gay sauna to the
Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna in one
day really was something special.
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Eco-Friendly
Travel to Vienna

(Text)
Helga GERBL

At the time of the Vienna World’s Fair in 1873, Vienna was considered
the railroad hub for international rail traffic in Europe. And these days,
too, the city is fully integrated into the continent’s rail networks:
Wien Hauptbahnhof – the capital’s main station – is the largest night
train hub in the EU. So now there really is nothing preventing visitors
from going sustainable all the way.
The ultramodern Hauptbahnhof –
one of the city’s biggest infrastructure projects of recent decades –
turned fully operational in 2015,
allowing Vienna to reclaim its role
as a major international mobility
fulcrum in the heart of Europe. It
is now possible to travel to Vienna
by rail directly from 15 different
European countries.

Climate-Friendly
by Day – and Night
Vienna Main Station (Hauptbahnhof) is a modern landmark and

international mobility hub all rolled into one. The striking roof
There are 19 direct connections
construction is an architectural highlight.
to Vienna from Germany’s largest
Photo: © ÖBB/Philipp Horak
cities. Switzerland is also very well
served: the Railjet, Austrian Federal Railways’ cities. Vienna is now the largest night train
(ÖBB) convenient high-speed service, runs hub in the EU, with ÖBB currently offering
between Zurich and Vienna several times a day. eleven Nightjet connections directly to Vienna,
Westbound destinations are also serviced by meaning that passengers can board in Bregenz,
private operator WESTbahn, which shuttles pas- Hamburg, Rome, Brussels, Amsterdam, Zurich,
sengers directly between Munich and Vienna’s Basel, Venice, Milan, Berlin and Paris and wake
Westbahnhof station. And Vienna City Card up in Vienna. A new generation of innovative
Nightjet rolling stock is set to be launched in
holders can look forward to discounts, too.
In recent years, ÖBB’s night train services 2023 to coincide with ÖBB’s upcoming centenary.
have been systematically upgraded to provide an There are also outbound Euronight connections
environmentally friendly alternative for passen- directly from Vienna to destinations including
gers looking to travel between major European Warsaw, Munich, Zurich and Split.
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A much-visited landmark, Vienna’s monumental Nordbahnhof
station (shown here around 1870) stood until 1965.
Photo: © Wien Museum

1873: All Railroads Lead
to Vienna
The foundations for sustainable travel to and from
the city were laid around the time of the World’s
Fair in 1873. Back then, travelers could get from
Vienna to cities far and wide: in the Balkans down
south, as far west as Paris, all the way east to
Constantinople as it was then called, and up north
to Berlin. Expansion of the railroad network,
which picked up pace during the peak years of the
monarchy, connected Vienna with the world. Like
rays on a star, six railway lines issued from the
imperial and royal capital.
The 1850s and 1860s saw the construction
of Vienna’s Westbahnhof and Nordbahnhof
followed by the addition of a further four monumental stations in quick succession around 1870:

ÖBB Nightjet passengers can travel to Vienna
from eleven major European cities.
Photo: © ÖBB/Harald Eisenberger

Nordwestbahnhof, Franz-JosefsBahnhof and Staatsbahnhof
were all completed in time for
the Vienna World’s Fair, with
Südbahnhof following a year
after, in 1874.
The flagship of the monarchy was Wien Nordbahnhof,
which took pride of place on the
edge of the Prater park, close to
the site of the World’s Fair. The
station, modeled on a medieval
castle, was one of the most impressive – and modern – buildings
of its day. Sadly, not a single one of these striking
Gründerzeit-era stations is still around to be
admired. Today, guests arrive at modern stations,
the most prominent of which were newly built or
renovated in the 2010s. The only reminder of the
original Südbahnhof is the Lion of Saint Mark,
an imposing sandstone sculpture dating from
1873, which can be seen in the entrance hall of the
Vienna Main Station.

Perfect Public Transportation
Network
The World’s Fair also provided the impetus for the
expansion of public transportation in the capital.
Vienna’s first horse-drawn tramway entered into
service around 1840. Together with horse-drawn
omnibuses and horse-drawn carriages, it helped
spirit passengers around the city. By 1873, a basic
tramway network had been established, and there
was even a separate line running from the first
district out to the World’s Fair site.
Today,Vienna has a first-class and affordable
public transportation network – which is being
improved and expanded all the time. The goal of
its operator – Wiener Linien – is to ensure fast,
reliable and environmentally friendly travel for
all within the city limits (see story on page 28).
Holders of the Vienna City Card – the official visitor
card – not only enjoy free unlimited travel on the
public transportation system, but can also benefit
from numerous discounts and concessions at sights,
cafés, bars and restaurants and much more besides
(see story on page 114).

INSIDER
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(Photo)
Christian STEMPER

Getting Around
Vienna – Online
and Offline
(Text)
Helga GERBL

The 1873 Vienna World’s Fair marked the start
of modern city tourism for the Austrian capital.
And it was also the first time that tourist guides to
Vienna were published. Maps, information on how
to get around, various announcements and handy
tips such as warnings about unscrupulous carriage
drivers were all included alongside a sprinkling of
clichéd observations on the character of the locals
(“mainly laid back and trusting”).
Today, visitors to Vienna have a lot more
options at their fingertips when it comes to preparing
their trip and exploring the city: both online and
offline travel guides are available. We’ll walk you
through the free options provided by the Vienna
Tourist Board to help you plan the perfect stay in
the city.

ivie

ivie, the multi-award-winning city guide helps
visitors explore all of the different sides that
Vienna has to offer. Vienna’s best-known sights
feature on the free app, alongside offbeat museums,
magnificent parks, Viennese eateries, bustling
markets and places that might even come as a
surprise to some of the locals. Brimming with
innovative features and services, intriguing facts
and anecdotes, practical info and insider tips, ivie
takes visitors and local residents deeper into a host
of different sides to the city in an entertaining way.
By fall 2022 the app had already been downloaded
more than 311,000 times.
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ivie is improving all the time:
● New feature FOR YOU is all about personal

inspiration. ivie users can nominate what
interests them most from ten different categories, including Music and Viennese Landmarks, so that they can receive suggestions
that are tailored to their preferences on their
smartphone each day.
● ivie’sWALKS &GUIDES feature,which opens
up lots of different ways for visitors to explore
the city, is being expanded all the time.
How about a stroll along the Ringstrasse
boulevard accompanied by an entertaining
audio guide with a distinct pop culture tone?
Or the LGBT guide that shares an overview
of all the main LGBT locations?
● Offering unlimited travel on public transportation and tons of other advantages during
your stay in the capital, the Vienna City Card
is another great feature (see story on page 114
for details).
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Free to download for iOS and
Android: ivie.vienna.info

TWO GOLDS FOR IVIE IN 2021:
In the Best Website, App & Commerce
category of the interactive advertising bureau austria’s (iab) webAD
award, as well as the App & Tool
category of the 2021 Annual Multimedia Award.

route

Fancy an internet- and smartphone-free walk? Then this
brochure is just the ticket. route
is a compact guide full of special
walks that show just how enjoyable, laid-back and charming
Vienna is. Taking in special
locations like the historic city
center and the Ringstrasse
boulevard, the city walks also
include various themes such as
Art Nouveau and music. Modern
architecture and Sigmund Freud’s
Vienna are also covered. On top
of all that there are plenty of
restaurant and shopping tips en route. A practical
feature: the city walks can be pulled out to use on
the fly.

spot

Where can I find out about the cultural highlights
of the next few months? spot, our event listing,
is the ideal choice. Published quarterly, spot
provides a convenient overview of
all the calender highlights and top
events as well as interesting background stories on a wide range of
topics.
Printed copies of route and spot are
available from the Tourist Info centers,
as a downloadable PDF or ﬂipbook at
vienna.info, or can be ordered from
folder.vienna.info.

events.vienna.info

The Vienna Tourist Board database is the ideal
complement to spot. From operas and musicals
to theater productions, festivals and blockbuster
exhibitions: Vienna has a packed program of events
all year round – more than 1,000 of which are
profiled online at events.vienna.info.

spot

VISITOR SERVICES
The Vienna Hotels & Info team is
available to provide assistance on
bookings and other tasks ahead of
your stay. You can contact them by
e-mail at any time at info@vienna.info
or Monday–Friday 09:00–17:00 by
calling +43 1 24 555. Staﬀ can also
provide face-to-face support at the
various Tourist Info centers.
Tourist Info Vienna
Corner of Albertinaplatz and
Maysedergasse
1010 Vienna
09:00 to 18:00 daily*

Sep–Nov 2022

Kulturelle Highlights
in Wien
Vienna’s Cultural
Highlights

INSIDER

Tourist Info at Vienna
International Airport
Arrivals hall
09:00 to 18:00 daily*
*Subject to change at short notice.
Check time.wien.info for current
opening hours.
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VIENNA CITY CARD

The official city card
The environmentally friendly way to discover Vienna on your
own terms – the Vienna City Card. With prices starting at €17,
the official city card entitles holders to free travel on the public
transportation network as well as more than 200 discounts and
promotions at participating hotels, restaurants and sights.

UNLIMITED TRAVEL

From arrival to departure, from the heart of the old town
to the wine taverns on the outskirts – the Vienna City Card
grants visitors to the capital unlimited use of the outstanding
public transportation network anywhere within the city
limits (Zone 100) for 24, 48 or 72 hours. One child aged 14
or under, or one dog, travels free per card holder.

Discover the city in all its rich diversity while enjoying
numerous discounts and special conditions: the Vienna
City Card unlocks discount rates at museums, sightseeing
attractions, theaters, concerts, shops and leisure facilities.

CAFES, BARS, RESTAURANTS
& HOTELS

Card holders can also look forward to 20% off their bill at
participating cafés, bars and restaurants. Accommodation
is also cheaper, with lots of eco-certified partner hotels
offering 20% off the advertised daily rate for direct booking.

ADDITIONAL PERKS

TOUR and TRANSFER modules can also be added to
the standard Vienna City Card. The TRANSFER module
includes travel to/from the airport and the City Check-In
at the City Airport Train terminal. The TOUR module
includes a 24-hour hop-on hop-off bus ticket.

SALES OUTLETS
Prices for the Vienna City Card start at €17
(depending on variant and how long it is valid for):
● Online at www.viennacitycard.at
● In ivie, the free city guide app from the Vienna
Tourist Board (iOS or Android, see the story on
page 112 for more details)
● The Tourist Info centers at the airport and on
Albertinaplatz
● At Wiener Linien ticket desks and machines,
WESTbahn (ticket counters, online shop
westbahn.at) and Austrian National Railways
(ticket counters, ÖBB app,
tickets.oebb.at)
● City Airport Train ticket counters
● Lots of hotels and travel agents
More info at
→ www.viennacitycard.at
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(Illustrations)
Francesco CICCOLELLA

ENDLESS ADVANTAGES
FOR URBAN EXPLORERS

Vienna online

B2B SERVICES

VIENNA ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB

The website for tourism industry partners
and media representatives
→ b2b.vienna.info

Your travel guide in 11 languages
(incl. hotel reservations)
→ vienna.info

Vienna Convention Bureau

Everything you need to know about Vienna
as a meeting destination

Visions and New Beginnings
150 Years of the Vienna World’s Fair
→ vienna.info/vision

→ vienna.convention.at

Vienna Experts Club and
Vienna Experts Club International

Your travel guide in Chinese
→ weiyena.info

Training opportunities for people working in the Vienna
and international tourist industry

→ experts.vienna.info

ivie – your personal Vienna guide
→ ivie.vienna.info

Picture database
→ photo.vienna.info

Vienna newsletter registration
→ vienna.info/en/newsletter

Footage database
→ footage.vienna.info

(Text)
Helga GERBL

Vienna City Card – the official city card
→ viennacitycard.at

2025 Visitor Economy Strategy
→ shaping.vienna.info

All events just a click away
→ events.vienna.info

Vienna Tourist Board
Visitor Services

Info for the LGBT community
→ LGBT.vienna.info

Vienna Hotels & Info

Online shop for info material
→ folder.vienna.info

Information and hotel booking service

Monday–Friday 09:00–17:00
+43 1 24 555
→ info@vienna.info
→ Chat at vienna.info

All the lastest Covid-19 info for traveling
and your stay in the city
→ vienna.info/covid-19

Tourist Info Vienna

Information, free city maps and brochures, Vienna City
Card sales at all Tourist Information centers

VIENNA ON SOCIAL MEDIA

→ facebook.com/ViennaTouristBoard
→ instagram.com/viennatouristboard
→ youtube.com/Vienna
→ pinterest.com/viennatouristboard
→ twitter.com/ViennaInfoB2B
→ linkedin.com/company/vienna-tourist-board
→ linkedin.com/company/
vienna-convention-bureau

Weibo

WeChat

Corner of Albertinaplatz and Maysedergasse
1010 Vienna – 09:00–18:00 daily*

Tourist Info
Vienna International Airport

In the arrivals hall – 09:00–18:00 daily*
Give us feedback on your stay in
Vienna for a chance to win a prize.
→ survey.vienna.info/visitors

* Subject to change at short notice.
Check time.wien.info for current opening hours.

INSIDER
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Top Events
in 2023
(Text)
Andrea ORTMAYER

(Photo)
Paul BAUER
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VISIONS AND NEW BEGINNINGS
150 YEARS OF THE VIENNA
WORLD’S FAIR
Vienna is celebrating 150 years of
the World’s Fair. Numerous cultural
institutions are taking their cue from
the anniversary to focus on this
landmark event. A preview.

Women at Work.

150 Years of the Women’s Pavilion
at the Vienna World’s Fair
● May 2–end of June 2023
Vienna Museum of Technology
→ www.technischesmuseum.at

200 Years
J. & L. Lobmeyr
● Jun 7–Sep 24, 2023

Orientalism and the
1873 World’s Fair

● Jun 21–Oct 22, 2023
MAK – Museum of Applied Arts
→ www.mak.at

House of Strauss

in the historic Casino Zögernitz
building. A museum dedicated to
the Strauss dynasty is taking shape
at this original location, where concerts and events will also play out.
● Opening 2023
→ www.houseofstrauss.at

Additional events to mark the
anniversary announced after the
time of going to press can also
be found in the 150 Years of the
Vienna World’s Fair section of
events.vienna.info.

New Year’s Concert of the
Vienna Philharmonic

in the Golden Hall at the Musikverein
Conductor: Franz Welser-Möst
● Jan 1, 2023
→ www.wienerphilharmoniker.at

Vienna Ice World

9,000m2 of ice including a path
through the Rathauspark, culinary
treats and music to suit every taste.
Skate hire available.
● Mid-January–start of March 2023
→ www.wienereistraum.com

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2023
VIENNA BALL SEASON
The Viennese Ball Season reaches a
crescendo in January and February.
Traditional balls and countless events
for diﬀerent professions ﬁll the city’s
danceﬂoors, where revelers dance
to the beat of the waltz or the latest
club anthems.

Confectioners’ Ball

Wiener Hofburg
● Jan 12, 2023
→ www.zuckerbaeckerball.com

Rainbow Ball

Parkhotel Schönbrunn
● Jan 28, 2023
→ www.regenbogenball.at

Vienna Opera Ball

Vienna State Opera
● Feb 16, 2023
→ www.wiener-staatsoper.at/
opernball

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Peter Rigaud

For an overview of all the ball
events in Vienna go to
events.vienna.info.

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Gregor Hof bauer

Wiener Wasserfest

150 Years of the Mountain Spring
Pipeline
● Wasserturm Favoriten
Jun 16, 2023
→ www.wienerwasserfest.at

Panorama Vienna

A new 34-meter-high exhibition
venue is coming to the Prater Park.
Based on the original Rotunda
building from the Vienna World’s
Fair, it will show large-scale images
and artworks that only create the
desired effect in panorama format.
● Opening spring 2023
→ www.panoramavienna.com
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EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS
IN 2023
With a whole host of blockbuster
exhibitions lined up for 2023, the
capital’s gallery scene is more
than living up to its world-famous
reputation yet again.

The Belvedere.
300 Years a Place of Art

● Dec 2, 2022–Jan 7, 2024
Lower Belvedere

Klimt.
Inspired by Van Gogh,
Rodin, Matisse…

● Feb 3–May 29, 2023
Lower Belvedere
→ www.belvedere.at

The Print:
Dürer to Picasso

● Jan 27–May 21, 2023
Albertina

The Print:
Warhol to Kiefer

● Feb 23–Aug 15, 2023
Albertina modern

Alex Katz.
Cool Painting

● Mar 7–Jun 4, 2023
Albertina

SPARK Art Fair Vienna

Innovative contemporary art fair –
meeting place for galleries, collectors,
artists and art lovers.
● Mar 24–26, 2023
→ www.spark-artfair.com

40th Vienna City Marathon

Thousands of runners from all over the
world and a route that takes in many
of the city’s best-loved landmarks.
● Apr 23, 2023
→ www.vienna-marathon.com

Vienna Festival

In May and June, the Vienna Festival
sets the stage for new opera, theater,
performance, dance and music productions and premieres.
● May 12–Jun 17, 2023
→ www.festwochen.at

Vienna Pride and
Rainbow Parade

In 2023, the legendary Rainbow
Parade will take to the capital’s showpiece Ringstrasse boulevard for the
27th time. The parade marks the
culmination of Vienna Pride, an event
which sees the rainbow flag flying
high all over the city.
● Jun 1–18, 2023
● Rainbow Parade: Jun 17, 2023
→ www.viennapride.at
→ www.regenbogenparade.at

Summer Night’s Concert
at Schönbrunn Palace

Against the stunning Baroque
backdrop of Schönbrunn Palace,
the Vienna Philharmonic serves up
classical music at its finest – outdoors
and free of charge.
● Jun 8, 2023
→ www.sommernachtskonzert.at

Danube Island Festival

This year Europe’s largest free open-air
festival is celebrating a special anniversary: the signal’s set for a truly
spectacular party at the 40th Danube
Island Festival this year. Admission
is free!
● Jun 23–25, 2023
→ www.donauinselfest.at

33rd Film Festival
on Rathausplatz

In July and August, the square outside
City Hall is transformed into a bustling
open-air hotspot. The Film Festival
serves up opera, classical, pop and rock
music film highlights – and great food,
too. Free admission!
● July and August 2023
→ www.filmfestival-rathausplatz.at
Check events.vienna.info for details
of the city’s other al fresco cinemas
this summer.

Michelangelo
and the Consequences
● Sep 15, 2023–Jan 7, 2024
Albertina
→ www.albertina.at

Nude Masters.
Georg Baselitz

● Mar 7–Jun 25, 2023
Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna

Raphael. Revolution
in Tapestry Design

● Sep 26, 2023–Jan 14, 2024
Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna
→ www.khm.at

Amazing. Highlights
of the Würth Collection

● Apr 5–Sep 10, 2023
Leopold Museum
→ www.leopoldmuseum.org

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Paul Bauer
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ART AND DESIGN
IN FALL
Each fall, Vienna serves up a bumper
crop of art and design events.

Open House

Free tours of around 50 fascinating
Viennese buildings that are otherwise not open to visitors provide
exclusive insights for architecture
buffs.
● September 2023
→ www.openhouse-wien.at

viennacontemporary

A magnet for art collectors,
curators, gallery owners and art
experts from all over the world.
● Sep 7–10, 2023
→ www.viennacontemporary.at

CHRISTMAS MARKETS
IN VIENNA IN 2023
Some of the city’s most attractive
squares are transformed into
enchanting Christmas markets
between mid-November and
Christmas. Festive lights twinkle
above the old town and shopping
streets, spreading Christmas
cheer throughout the city.

Viennese Christmas
Market on Rathausplatz

Vienna New Year’s Eve Trail

On December 31, the city center is
transformed into a giant party scene.
Non-stop revelry from 2pm until 2am:
the New Year’s Eve trail in the inner
city, on Rathausplatz and at the Prater
keeps the entertainment coming.
● Dec 31, 2023
→ www.wienersilvesterpfad.at
Details of New Year’s Eve events incl.
concerts, balls, galas and parties are
listed at events.vienna.info.

→ www.christkindlmarkt.at

Old Viennese Christmas
Market at Freyung
→ www.altwiener-markt.at

Parallel Vienna

An art fair with a twist: an empty
building will once again provide
a platform for contemporary art
by creating a canvas for Austrian
and international artists.
● September 2023
→ www.parallelvienna.com

curated by

Gallery festival with international
guest curators
● September/October 2023
→ www.curatedby.at

Vienna Design Week

International design festival
● Sep 22–Oct 1, 2023
→ www.viennadesignweek.at

Photo: © Vienna Tourist Board/Christian Stemper

Christmas Market
Schloss Schönbrunn

→ www.weihnachtsmarkt.co.at

Spittelberg Christmas
Market
→ www.spittelberg.at

Visit events.vienna.info for more
Christmas markets.

Long Night
of Museums

Over 100 museums and galleries
in Vienna will be opening their
doors to art-loving night owls –
from 6 in the evening until 1
in the morning.
● Start of October 2023
→ www.langenacht.orf.at

Vienna Art Week

Highlights of the Viennese art
scene: exhibitions, panel discussions, tours, studio open houses
and parties throughout the city.
● November 2023
→ www.viennaartweek.at
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Please note that the events listed are
subject to change or cancellation.
Check the organizer’s website in good
time beforehand.

Information, free city maps and brochures,
Vienna City Card sales at all Tourist Information offices
Corner of Albertinaplatz and Maysedergasse, 1010 Vienna
RUBRIK
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1873 – Japan comes to Europe
www.weltmuseumwien.at

